
Which language* of Micronesia / Fiji / Polynesia
am I reading?

(< y > counts as a consonant)
YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

Various vowel diacritics
<ḁ å ä ö ü ā ē ō> ?

Has
< c d dr j q y z > ?

Has < w >?

Has
< ah ih oh uh >?

No < pw bw kw >

Has < pw > Has < bw >

Has < kw >

No < g ng >

Uses < ŋ >

Uses < g >
not < ng >

Uses < ng >
not < g >

NO (only vowels < a e i o u >
allowed at the end of a word)

NO

NO

NO
NO

Consonants allowed at
the end of a word?

ROTUMAN
< ʻ > can be used
at the beginning,
middle, or end of

a word
uses <g>
not <ng>

FĲIAN
uses <g>
not <ng>

NZ MĀORI
no < ʻ >
has <wh>
whaka-

te

* written version of larger indigenous spoken
language

There are many more languages spoken in the region;
languages included here are primarily languages with
ample government-published material available on-line.
Take care that there can be many loanwords in texts
that do not follow these rules.
Diacritics are sometimes ignored in texts; non-official /
alternative diacritics and letters can somtimes be used.
Non-standard dialects of these languages, and closely
related languages, do not necessarily follow these rules.
The rules stated in this flowchart are based on the
modern standard spelling of these languages. (Some
languages have competing standards, and some
languages have no standardised spelling. In these
cases, the most-general rules are stated.) Older texts
can use spelling that do not conform to these rules.
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TONGAN
has < ʻ >
has <f>
faka-

ha, e, he
final stress
written as
<á é í ó ú>

NIUEAN
no < ʻ >
has <h>

(<s> only in
loanwords)

faka-
a, e, he

RAROTONGAN
(CI Māori)

has < ʻ >
no <f wh>
ʻaka-
te

TAHITIAN
has <r v>
has <t>
fa'a-
te

HAWAIʻIAN
has <l w>
no <t>

hoʻo-, ho(ʻ)-, hō(ʻ)-
ka, ke

RAPA NUI
has <r v>
has <t>
haka-
te

SĀMOAN
has < ʻ >
has <s>

(<h> only in
loanwords)

faʻa-
le

no <k> in
native
words in
formal
register

WALLISIAN
has < ʻ >
has <h s>
faka-
te

FUTUNAN
has < ʻ >
has <s>
faka-
le

TOKELAUAN
no < ʻ >
has <h>
faka-
te

TŪVALUAN
no/few < ʻ >
has <s>

(<h> only in
loanwords)

faka-
te

word-initial
gemination
marked by
< ʻ > or

doubling of
consonant,
e.g. ʻgana or

ggana

PALAUAN
<ll rr ts z>
many
different
consonant
clusters

permitted at
the beginning
of a word,
long vowels
<ee ii oo uu>

CHUUKESE
<á é ó ú>
<ch>

NAURUAN
<b p d t g k>

<ng>
many <bw>

fewer <pw kw>

POHNPEIAN
<eh oah>

<d>

KOSRAEAN
<ac uc oa>

<sr>

MARSHALLESE
<ā ō ū o̧>
<ļ m ̧ ņ n>̄

<b p d t k> no <g>

GILBERTESE
(Kiribati)

<b t k> <ng>
no <p d g>

various double
letters

CHAMORRO
<ʼ å ñ y>
(in Guam)

YAPESE
<q>

<Cʼ> (many
consonants
can be

followed by
< ʼ >)


