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Hakka & She

Coblin (2025: v)’s model
Early Southern Highlands Chinese

AN

Paleo-Hakka Dialects
Common Hakka-Shé

/T,

Common Neo-Hakka Common Shé

/N N

Neo-Hakka Dialects She Dialects
Neo-Hakka #i% O people with %% identity
Shé language Z555: Sinitic language close to Hakka
spoken by people of the & ethnic group

Lexicon & Grammar

000000000

Paleo-Hakka #%& =
earlier emigrants,
people not identifying
as &%, with partial
Neo-Hakka traits
(some of these
classified are as
“Hakka” in the LAC)

Hakka and Shé
roughly in
complementary
distribution (Lo 2015)

Coblin, W. South. 2025. Common Shé and Common Hakka-Shé: A comparative study (Language and Linguistics

Monograph Series 68). Taipei: Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica.

Lo, Seo-Gim ZEZES. 2015. HRBIHNL B st — Fnit 2 HFHF NS LSRR, Journal of Hakka Studies & 7%

8(2). 1-26.

Hakka %% & Sleiyip PH&
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Hakka & She

Neo-Hakka #7% dialects, according to Coblin (2025):

1. MC sonorant initial tone B syllables are split into two groups
2. ‘to be’ fk

3. T *pai

4, ‘to eat’ &

She 7 :

Tone C1 merged into Al

Like Neo-Hakka, except ‘to be’ &

Sheé often a little bit influenced by neighbours,
e.g. in NE Fujian, “I” is often gwaj (cf. &/ gwaji?)

% Mand. shé?!, Hakka cia®?, Canto. se442
‘slash-and-burn farming’
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%1% Shé ethnic group

MEFah) /1%ER: Sinitic
language spoken by a few
hundred thousand people
in the /% ethnic category.

(%538 (shee1238):
divergent Hmongic
language spoken by <1000
in Guangdong (J&¥% - &
2~ U 1D

(No strong evidence that these
two groups are related)

(In Guizhou, another 40000
M85 \J lumped into the
i category; the speak a
type of Western Hmongic)
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HUBEI

Tianmens \yuha

Huzhous

.CHENGDU  "Nanchong

Xiantaow

Fuyang*
Neijiang® Chongaing,

Yueyang*

Changde= ZHEJIA

Yiyang*
Changsha®
HUNAN

PROVINCE
Shaoyang*

Wenz

Zunyis

GUIZHOU
PROVINCE
Guiyang=

Shaoyang* Liangyangs

Yongzhous

‘Quanzhou.

jen City#.

Tainans

Kaohsiung

Zhanjiang*

*Haiphong

RiT on {JiL :
EL3=1d

highest diversity *@9‘ I'I
on ML :

M FRER )

#5N on HEIL :

I RI%E)

L area:

FR TRRE &
BN TRREE
HRG

Huge expansion of
Hakka population
into e.g. Pearl
River Region
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Hakka

Original Sinitic inhabitants of Hong Kong:

about half [E¥H Waitau (528 &)

about half Z % Hakka CEIGHEEZ)

(plus other smaller Yue & Hakka & Min varieties)

Hong Kong Hakka (e.g. Lau 2021)
(B38%% Lau Chunfat lau4 zan3%! faat3/ Liu Zinfat liu zin® fit)

Lau, Chun Fat #I§}. 2021. &% 5L, Hong Kong: Chung Hwa Book Co. HHE#(H.
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HK Hakka initials

b- p- m- f- v-, d- t- |-, z- ¢- s- j-, g- k- ng- h- (< %I Romanisation)
(ng(i)- [n], O- can have [?])

(It seems that younger speakers say [1i])

A B C D
e 1 il T H

MC bjeen? bje? bu® bjeen® baekP
BHEE | phjanA2 phidAT  pPulC pPjapgiC  pPakiP?
Canto. | p'enl??  p"ej®? [ powI“?  pend®®  pakiP?
B)IE [ pepAt2  pidP2 pul®®  penl®®  pakiP?
R | pond®2  pojiB2  powd®? poni®?  pekiP2°

BB | B2 BiIN™2 BoV™?  Bojpi™?  Hajki™?

ESF: Some exceptions e.g. i Canto. caak6”? FEF tirek P ‘thief
% %: Some exceptions e.g. Hakka % gi®? 3sG (Canto. {E keoi5"%)
i Except # M MC dzjan? zwjen® > SV thuong thuyén
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HK Hakka finals

x2-2 FWEFERE
[ R O i u m n ng P t k
st
a a(®) [ai(@) |au(BE) [am(=Z) [an(lli) [ang (¥E) [ap(H) [at(BX) [ak(f7)
i i(78) () [im(L) [in(H) ip(iB) [it(E)
u u(®)  |ui(i) un(Jf) [ung (R) ut() [uk(#)
e e (U%) eu(f®) |em(2) |en(FR) ep(E) [et(Z)
0 o (Bt) |oi(EF) on(f2) |ong (%) ot(fil) |ok(%)
ia ia(d) iau(¥H) [iam(¥&) iang (BE) [iap(#2) iak(87)
iu iui(Fl) iun(F) [iung (i) iut(JE)* [iuk(&)
ie ien(JH) iet(7R)
io io (B&Y" |i0i(CL) ion(E)"[iong (F8) iok (Al
0 m(¥E) “In(*)"  |ng (R)

1. The majority of Hakka dialects have lost rounded front vowels
2. Most HK Hakka speakers have merged -eu into -iu

3. *-ing *-ik usually > -in -it (e.g. & Canto. sik6; Hakka sit)
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HK Hakka finals

MC HEE | Canto. FHET

i
e

dim®  ts"iml*? | ts"em!??  tfemd??
dzjem” tshjam/A? | tshimiA?  tfim{A?

MC /##%—5% (-u"p -9"g) vs. —5F (Hju'p -jo"n)

MC FiE  Canto. | BHER WHRE

lu'n® | lond??  Togd®? | Tug®l  lugiM
liovp? | lugdA?  lundA? | luglA?  ljuplh?

ku"n® | kog¥*'  kopgTA! | kupdAl kupiA
kjuvn® | kog¥*!  kouplAl | kjupdAl  kjugiAl

fiu'n? | hugd®? hondA? | funl??  funl?
hjo*p? | hun¥®!  hopt! | hjugd?!  hjugi

[ 2 JU H|

W'k | uvkiPZ  gkPST | yukPT  vuk/PI
2ju"k | pukdP?  jukIPSt | jukdP!  juklP!
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HK Hakka tones

1A1 2A2 3B 4C ‘ (5/3)D1 (6/4)D2

(< % Romanisation)
4 J { y \ v
rise low mid high mid high

Hakka: majority of dialects D1 lower than D2 e.g. HK Hk £ ts"itl  sip\
Pinghua-Yue: all(?) dialects D1 higher than D2 e.g. Canto. t ts"et] 1 sepA

(MC t tshit® + dzjip)

Tone sandhi:
1 >1/_low or mid
ER haki kal, %555 haki kad vaY, 2% A haky kall pinl

Y > 1/ _ low or mid
KBEM thajY khajl thiY, KIZHIA thajY kPaj/ i pind
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HK Hakka tones

Coblin (2025) Neo-Hakka #7%%:
1. MC sonorant initial tone B syllables are split into two groups

MC A B C D
*voiceless Al N B ¥ D1 7
*ved sonorant | A1/ [A2 2 [ AT/ | B D1 V¥° [ D2}
*ved obstruent A2 I? AL/ CY D2 Y6

The sonorant cases are said to be related to the voicing of sonorants in
Proto-Min (Baxter & Sagart 2014).

MC F%°F Canto. | HEE RITE | PMin  AFRE
N | 1P TokPE T TwkdP? | kP teup®? | **h- su¥? | X
A | p  pokP® juk? | pjuk®  njoup®? | **nh-  nyY | W
£ | 1.0 1wk 1wk | TukP?  touwd® ] Iy1“® | %
E | g°  poki®  jukd®? | pjuk?  njoup® | **p- oyt | A

Baxter, William H. & Sagart, Laurent. 2014. OId Chinese: a new reconstruction. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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HK Hakka tones

Hakka %% & Sleiyip PH&
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MC A C D

*voiceless Al M B \® Y D1 *®
*ved sonorant | A1) [A2 7 [AT/)7 | B D1 [ D23
*ved obstruent A2 I? AL/ [CY D2 Y¥®

MC W% Canto. | HER RII% | PMin TW  EEIRE
H | m® maj” maj? | maj! met™ | **m-  bel® maj | H
B 1B lan®?  1ant®? | lan/A!  lapgiM lan\® lanl® |

"H | pP opisk2 jifs? piv® ni® | **gh- hii> nejg* | H

n®  wal?  pal® nal®  pwa'® | **gh-  hjad®  uai™
# | m-® mopl®? mopt®? | mjpg®  mjon® bapi®® mony™* | 4
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HK Hakka lexicon & grammar

(Hakka and Yue share a lot of lexicon. Some differences:)

Some typical Hakka lexicon, e.g.:

Y| “field furrow” e.g. I cim zln

3 “little plain” e.g. K3 tai pu

%5 /% “slash & burn (field)” e.g. K% v6 cia

Many nouns with non-gendered semantics carry sex-specific suffixes
HYHK sit ma ‘louse’, H set ma ‘tongue’, E i giong ma “fresh ginger’
JE¥ pit po ‘bat’, #RE du po ‘cotton-padded jacket’

I\ ha gang ‘shrimp/prawn’, $#/A miau gling ‘cat’

4\ pi ging ‘nose’, MIALZ gidk zi gling ‘big toe’

##EF heu g6 ‘monkey’, B2 &} 4ng g6 ‘bottle’

Cantonese has far fewer of these, e.g.:

#l% satl naa2 ‘louse’, ¥4t gaap3 naa2 ‘frog’
FAIEEZY goek3 zi2 gungl ‘big toe’

H5EF liud*1 gol ‘hill myna’, E2EF bei6 gol ‘nose’
FRUEEF satl taud gol ‘knee’



Initials Finals Tones Lexicon & Grammar ka F K & Sleiyip PUE
o 00 000 0®00000 00 )00

HK Hakka lexicon & grammar

“What”:

Hakka: 17/ mak gai ("8 mai) (gai: flil ; OC *ka[r]-s)

Canto.: 17 mat1, .M mat1 je5 (" mel, B mel je5)
(" je5: ‘thing’)

R85 FRPY nad munl

“To be”:
Hakka universally uses 1% (% heé)
Yue uses {4 (Canto. hai6), but transitions to using /& is western Yue

(e.g. EME ¢id, FFET did)

“To eat™:

Hakka universally uses & (#%% sit) (at least Neo-Hakka and Shg)
Yue: Cantonese uses & (sik6), but this is a recent Hakka influence.
Amongst Yue dialects Z /B2 is more common, e.g. #5[E8H 2 hek1P?,
LA B2 jakdP?, FEEEF IZ hetdP!

(Canto. also has ¥ jaak3, but now considered very informal in HK.)
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HK Hakka lexicon & grammar

Table 2:

Five types of colexification of EAT DRINK and SMOKE.

Type Lexification patterns Number of data sites
| Dislexification EAT # DRINK # SMOKE 29 (18.2%)
Il Full ternary colexification EAT = DRINK = SMOKE 62 (39.0%)
Ill Binary colexification EAT = SMOKE # DRINK 52 (32.7%)
IV Binary colexification EAT = DRINK # SMOKE 7(44%)
V Binary colexification DRINK = SMOKE # EAT 9(57%)

Type I e.g. Stan. Mand. MZ8R chi fan = I&4% hé chd = % chou yan
mainly north of Yangtze
Type II e.g. HK Hakka &8 sit fan = & sit ca = BJ& sit yén (also bok yén)
mainly south of Yangtze
Type III e.g. Canto. &R sik6 faan6 = &) sik6 jinl = X3 jam2 caad
e.g. Yué, Hui, Jin
Type IV eat = drink = smoke
(Their examples: % & sit = sit = bok; MEE{LFEF IZ hetd = hetd = J& fiul)
Type V e.g. MMl 1Z tfz1 = 187 xwol tfjowl= MBI xwo ifnd < HM trait

Lu, Wen & Ding, Hongdi. 2026. The colexification of eating, drinking and smoking in Sinitic languages. Open
Linguistics 12(1). 20250083. https://doi.org/10.1515/0pli-2025-0083


https://doi.org/10.1515/opli-2025-0083
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HK Hakka lexicon & grammar

0ld Chinese (earliest attestations -3 century CE) Middle Chinese (4" to 12" century) Pre-modern Chinese (14" century - 1840) Modern Chinese (1919 - now)
‘Western Han (202 BCE to 9 CE) Tang (618 to 907) Yuan (1271 - 1368)
& A Ceat
__ & “eat, drink’ >
4k 4k “drink” T
"t ot ‘eat, drink’ ——» " ‘eat’ ——» "t ‘eal’ ——»
k] % ‘drink’ > % ‘drink’ >
Figure 3:

Diachronic evolution of EAT and DRINK from Old Chinese to Modern Chinese (adapted from Li and Tang

2020, p. 21).

(Wu 2000) Cantonese primarily used ! during Qing dynasty (! jaak3 = IZ
hek3). # is still more common than & amongst Yue dialects; & is usually
used amongst Yué dialects which are (geographically) closer to Hakka or
Min dialects.

Wi, Wei {fi#i. 2000. ¥ :EH” &7 B2 H7%. In Sin, Chow Yiu HJ#3E & Luke, Kang Kwong FESDY: (eds.), Ht
JE B ST S BT & s S8 (Fangyéan /55 Special Volume), 394-396. Beijing: The Commercial Press RAZ5EI=E .
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HK Hakka lexicon & grammar
1sG 25G 3sG 1PL.EX 1PL.IN 2PL 3pL
e JE I E &5 FER: R HiE
ngai ngi gl nga déu ngai di ngid déu gia déu
POSS EMH  E@®@H HID =X FE eyl il
nga(e) ngia(e)  gia(e) ngadéue ngaidie ngiddéue giadéue
can # {5 B g e fEme
) ngo5 nei5 keoi5 ngo5 dei6 nei5 dei6  keoi5 dei6
POSS E2dLls etc. FRBHIEE etc.
ngoS ge3 etc. ngo5 dei6 ge3 etc.
BB B2 IS E TRX iR TREX EX
pai naj/ kaj/ nai tojd wend t9j4  naj/ tojd kaj/ tojd
POSS A etc. A etc.
patkal etc. paitojikal etc.
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HK Hakka lexicon & grammar

(Examples from %/ 2021)

Comparative: % go SURPASS

FRRF RS EEE

ngd-bau bau fan hau-sit go tién fan bau
casserole cook rice tasty THAN elec. rice pot
Object marking [oM]: # zi6ng HOLD

FEIRE IR SHRL RS £ B R IR

ngai ziéng tiau so-si leu hédi cbi ca di-boi tidm
1SG oM CLF key left PFV at car inside oh!

Another construction:

Object marking [oM]: # 1du HELP

(B EHihE RN

gl 1au nga ti-zi sia co hoéi

3sG OM 1SG:POSS address write wrong PFV
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HK Hakka lexicon & grammar

Recipient: 43 bin GIVE
(43 btn e.g. S binpti;
47 bun > bin ‘give’ under Canto. influence? Older Canto. 5 bi2)
PAEDE
sung blin sd bin gi
gift CLF book DAT 3sG

Permissive causative: %) bin GIVE
VRIEYF 7 (B

ngi th-méau bin gi hi

25G PROHIB GIVE 3SG g0

Passive: 77 bin GIVE

7 N

bin ngin yén-vong

PASS person wrongly.accuse
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Hakka %% & Sleiyip V4 &

Hakka &% Kejia & Sleiyip P4 & Siyi
(e.g. Lau 2002, Lin 2021)

BHS /B8< The Great Clearance

(iF edicts 1661, 62, 64, 79)

The entire coast (30-50 B (=17-29 km) of land) from
Shandong southward had to be cleared of civilians and civilian
structures, to stop them supplying the ¥} Dynasty (1628 —
1683; B loyalist) based in Tainan.

Lau, Chun-Fat 21§15}, 2002. B+ EREREEAIE B G RS [Northern Guangdong Tuhua’ s
relationship with Hakka and Yue and the question on its affiliation]. New Asia Yearly ¥itfiafiit 4. 242-249.

Lin, Cheng-hui #KIEEE. 2021. i1 A 2 MEER) @ @EMN LT M%) BREMIATEIE S From Kheh to
Hakka: The process and influence of the Hakka self-identification in Jiaying Zhou. Global Hakka Studies 23R 5
7% 16: 79-120.
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Hakka %% & Sleiyip V4 &

J@ 5% /15 54% End of the ban 1683

Not all of the original coastal inhabitants returned; large number of
people from BN moved to e.g. M ~ M ~ BN ~ ZEE
(btw, M was separate from BN ¥ in 1733)

iiiﬁﬁmml (1820%F)
I~ i j”\\("\s M\ {\V
; m§ BN

[¢ e X
(“QM ) 5
= L& L § =25 -
2 .
lo )
) GRRES
##)

FEEE. KB

%M\rﬁ v\
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First opium war 25— {15 7 B3 1839-1842 (caused poverty)

Red Turban Rebellion &t L2 1854-1856
(7% utilised existing conflicts between % (i.e. Z/EM migrants) and 1)
(ASHfl Punti i.e. locals), i employed % to crush the Punti Red Turbans)

Punti-Hakka Clan Wars &%

especially in P4 & Siyi / Szeyup (sei3 japl) / dejd jip1 “four counties” area
(1855-1868)

In the end: /& government expelled most % people out of V4 &;
some moved back to Z SN, some moved to e.g. Guangxi or E
Guangdong (forming huge enclaves), SOmMme went overseas. (Due to the

fightings, many [ & people also went overseas)

The exonym [%%%] was reclaimed by Hakka people in the
Pearl River Delta Region, and this usage gradually spread to,
e.g., parts of NE Guangdong / W Fujian / S Jiangxi.
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Hakka Z % & Sleiyip /&

https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/1906824130126414290

Classification in ?%?%J,ﬂi https://nk2028.shn.hk/yindian/ https://mcpdict.vear.vip/


https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/1906824130126414290
https://nk2028.shn.hk/yindian/
https://mcpdict.vear.vip/
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CHINESE DIALECTS

GUANGDONG (MAINLAND)

[ [ [ pr—

[ Ve,

—— o By
tm e e owow S By
e e By

Language Atlas of China 1% ed.
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Hakka %% & Sleiyip V4 &

Traits of P4 that are like &

A B C D
e 1 i i E

MC bjeen? bje® bu® bjeen® baekP
HERE | phjanA?  phiAAl phuY®  phjapgi®  pPakyP?
Canto. | pPenl®? phej/B2 [ powd®? pend®®  pakiP?

&1l | phjapdA?  phejdB? | pui®?  pjagi®®  pakiP?
BIE | pepAr?  pi-B2 pul®®  penl®®  pakiP?
RIS | pond®?  pajiB2  powd®? pani®?  pekiP2°

B | bmdA2 B2 BoV? Bojpi™?  bajki™?

Tons of Yue-like vocabulary, e.g.
¥ ‘thing’ Canto. je552, HlIflE jat®
A1l fEM hendA? njedAC! / hendA? nje4ACt”
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Hakka %% & Sleiyip V4 &

Traits of VY& that are like %% / not-like &
(Only talking about core of PUEE at e.g. &L, FAF;

places closer to Canton e.g. #& have a lot more &-traits)

Very largely not gone through Pan-Yue vowel changes:

MC R &l Canto.  Fg&EF
Ul dim®  ts"im/A?  tshimdA? | tsPemd®?  tfemdA?
B | kjun®  kjuni®!  kuniA¢! | k"enTAl  k¥onYA
& | dzjem”® tshjaml?? thjamdA? | tsPimdA?  tfim{A2

No vowel length difference:

MC #&#E%  fill | Canto. FEV
5 | keG)® kaj#*l  kaji” | kaj1Al  kazjiA!
| kej® kajAl  kajdACl | kej1Al  kej¥Al
# | kep®  kapiAl  kapiACl | kampAl ke
B | ken® kapir!  kapgiACl | kenlAl  kepM

e Re g




Due to there being no vowel-length contrast in &L

Hakka %% & Sleiyip V4 &

there is a mix of splitting tone D1 by vowel length
from Canto. influence (Canto. DS1 1vs. DL1 1)

and not splitting tone D1 by vowel length
(like Paleo-Hakka tone D1 1)

i.e. &1l1 has more many tone D morphemes in 1 than Canto.

Canto. =il HMN | HEE
£ | tsPetPST | Pit1 DT ghitPT | tshitdPT | &
JU | partfPT | pat{PLT g
pat™! ju patP! | patiP | J\
% | fat{Pl! fat1P! fat’Pt | fapP! | &
E% | 10:kIP2 Iok1PL kP | kP2 | E§

Hakka &5 & Sleiyip P4E
000000080
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Hakka %% & Sleiyip V4 &

=] M
1 ‘ 1 ‘ ] ‘ 1A 1 ‘ 1 ‘ VN
TTdAN ] A Il van 4]
B L also has split of MC *sonorant-initial tone B to a degree:
MC Canto. | HF#E ALl HM HRBEpEE
H | m-® majf? | majirl  maj  maju™ bwa1¢! =
| 1B lan/®2 | lan/A! lani®®!  land®! lwa1¢! T
“H | pBo jisR2 pil®  pej/nil®  nif® gil©t H
g8 pal®? pa{® nalB! na’® gal® IS
A | m® mop2 | mjpg®  mog® mont® bon /B FE|

(PY& has merger of tones Al C1, like &)
Al T3 nUjd T gjd ‘we’
BN TFR poju T naj1 ‘we’

Fk with -j not found in Yue except in some neighbouring Yue dialects
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