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North-South and Vietnam

I (214 BCE
o %, near £#K)
R (B
i Tk & JEi)
Guln %; /E[\?%
Mol N R (716
e CE, ) & PR

See: de Sousa, Hilario. 2020. On Pinghua, and Yue: Some historical and linguistic perspectives. Crossroads: An
Interdisciplinary Journal of Asian Interactions 19(2). 257-295. https://doi.org/10.1163/26662523-bja10004
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North-South and Vietnam

LAC 2M ed. (2012) classification and figures:

Xiang River Corridor: Gan River Corridor:
e Xiang J#fl 30.85m e Gan ¥ 48m
e Guiliti SW Mandarin P55 ® Hakka %% 42.2m
E%ﬁ*%*gﬂﬁ 30.07m (worldwide)
° Pinghué SEEE 4.06m e Yué E 68m (worldwide)

e Ttthua 155 (Patois) 3.83m

Bouyei 2.9m
Zhuang 14m
Non-SW-Tai KD Ings in China Mainland <4m
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North-South and Vietnam

Chinese loanwords in Korean & Japanese:
Transmitted through scholars who went to China
Approximation of the prestigious variety of Chinese at the time

Chinese loanwords in Vietnamese:
Not approximation of a prestigious variety of Chinese

Most-likely scenario:

Local Sinitic variety/ies spoken by the Chinese community in
the Red River Delta region.

“Annamese Middle Chinese” (Phan 2025; see also Phan & de
Sousa 2022), Fujianese (Whitmore 2020)

Phan, John D. 2025. Lost tongues of the Red River: Annamese Middle Chinese & the origins of the Vietnamese
language. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press.

Phan, John D. & de Sousa, Hilario. 2022. Southwestern Middle Chinese: Preliminary evidence from Hunan,
Guangxi, and Sino-Vietnamese. In Phan, Trang & Phan, John D. & Alves, Mark J (eds.), Vietnamese linguistics:
State of the field (Journal of the Southeast Asian Linguistics Society Special Publication 9), 59-79. Honolulu:
University of Hawai ‘i Press.

Whitmore, John K. 2020. The Séng Céi (Red River) Delta, the Chinese diaspora, and the Trin/Chen clan of Dai
Viét. Crossroads: An interdisciplinary journal of Asian interactions 19. 210-232.
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North-South and Vietnam

Terminologies surrounding “Sino-Vietnamese”

common Phan (2025)
0 CE (Han dyn.; LOC) « ,
601 (Sui dyn.; EMC) Old-SV/“Non-SV”  Early SV

1000 (Viet. indep.; LMC) Sino-Vietnamese Late SV
literary pronunciation B

Red River Chinese shifting am Hén-Viét

to Viét-Muong

later, e.g. recent loans Recent SV
from Canto./Teochew
Sinitic neologisms

Examples of Sinitic X F Z5#
Mandarin [l Lit. xué e.g. Ifl#E, Col. xié e.g. Jilll
Cantonese 1F Lit. zing3 e.g. 1E#%, Col. zeng3 e.g. IE !
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@00000

Finals
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Old Chin. | -son. -2 s -p-t-k
Middle Chin. | ‘FA EB XC AD
Proto-Vietic | -son. -? -s-h -p-t-ck
(native) Viet. | ngang®!  sac®!  hoi¢! sacPl
huyén?? ning®? nga®® ningP?
P-Viet. -son. -2 -s-h -p-t-c-k
P-viet. | *ciim “*ver | *?a-co:?  *r-ko:? | *ceh *muis | *-suk *moc
Viet. | chim vé ché gao ché miii téc mat
gloss | bird turn dog husked to nose hair gall
back rice split

Alves, Mark J. 2018. Early Sino-Vietnamese Lexical Data and the Relative Chronology of Tonogenesis in Chinese
and Vietnamese. Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics 11(1-2). 3-33. https://doi.org/10.1163/2405478X-01101007


https://doi.org/10.1163/2405478X-01101007
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MC tone A B =C AD
. hoi nga®
ESV x A sdc ningB g A 4 % D
ngang huyén ngang huyén” sac nang
LSV hoi nga® sac nang®
MC | ESV LSV
4B | giayP! ‘paper’ chi®! (e.g. chttng chi AR ‘cert.”)
#4498 | mang®? ‘network’ vong®? ‘hammock’
%C | tudi®! ‘age’ tuéP! (e.g. van tué HR)
FC | chit®® ‘character’ tuyP? (e.g. van t@ X F ‘contract’)
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MC tone A kB AD
. hoi nga®

DY 3 3 B ~ A
ESV ngang huyén? "8 poang huyén®  sc ning?
LSV héi nga® sac ning®
MC | ESV (LOC) ESV (EMC) LSV (LMC)
W | dai®! daif! dai (~doi)B!
e.g. | dai dit ‘strip of land’ dai den ‘black belt’ 6n d&i IF#HF
FC T cting®? cting®? congP?
e.g. | ‘also’ ‘with’ tong cong KAt
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Proto-Vietic | -son. -? -s-h -p-t-ck

(native) Viet. | ngang®!  sacP!  héi¢! sacPl

huyén®? ningP? ngi®® ningP2
MC tone A kB xC AD

, hoi ngac
ESV XA sac néngB ol hgd XA Z o D
ngang huyén ngang huyén® sic ning

LSV héi nga® sac ning®
LOC: #% *C.t'a[t]-s > V. -s (no tone) > later: dai hoi €1
EMC: 7 taj¢ > V. -son. (no tone) > later: dai "&an8

LMC: # taj (RRS

€ sounded like VM B) > LSV: d4i sac B!
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21 2 voiced obstruent initial tone B2 becoming C
Nearly 100% in Mandarin (underlined is having shifted)

MC FARE LSV RS Canto.

(B) (exp. B) (exp. C2) (exp. B2) (exp. B2)
o dzji® ¢iP2 thiB2 3i /B2 si582 Ofi
&  dzjeP ¢iB2 thiB2 $i{C2 si6%? =
g  duvp® tonB2 dongB?  tupdC2 dung6©? D)
7 bjo"p? fon©? phung®?  fupl“? fung6®? %
A dzwaP | toeP2~tee®?  toaP? tfuB?  co5P?~ z06%2 | A
W dzjem® tim©2 tiémB2  tfim /B2 zim6? i}
o duB tuP2~tuC2 d6¢2 to4C2 dou6©? R
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LSV:
IR F-i7F2 2 voiced sonorant initial tone A2 becoming Al
This occured not in ESV and native Viet., but only in Red RD Sint.

| ESV LSV
5 | meéor? miéul!
% | ngai’? nga®
B | rong®?  long?!
| diA? diA!

The same occurs in Waxiang FL45.

Also in Hinén, looking at some Xiang i dialects (e.g.
Shuangfeng #1&): split of tone Al, sonA2, obsA2

Perhaps Red River Delta Sinitic had the same split, and then
son A2 merged with Al
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LSV:
Centralisation of MC -im -in
(=Pan-Yue trait: -iC > -jeC (> -eC))

| MC |ESV. LSV |
t% ‘dad 1.bro’s wife’ | #{E} sju"kmuw® | thimB!  tham®! | {&
J& <sth Hi=7 dzjin® thin®?  than*? | JR

In both LSV and Pan-Yue, this centralisation occurs to a very
high degree but usually not 100%.
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Finals

LSV: Centralisation of MC -i group of finals
(B ;3% -j(De, A -(G)ij, = -i, 4 -jij)

MC LSV Nan. Ping.
aF  gjed | co/kyr?  kilA? £
Bl kijA coAl kaj¥Al Bl
H gt co/kyAl  kilhA? H
B kit coAl kaj Al 5
% KA | co/kyrl  kojfB! 2

Liao (2023: 110-121): very common in Zhuang/Pinghua-Yue
in Guangxi.

Liao, Hanbo J%%. 2023. The formation of Lingnan linguistic traits: Typological structures and diachronic issues.
Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong. (PhD thesis.)
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LSV:
alternations in MC -an/-an group of finals 7 /LLI{#
LSV FEE HEE FARE Canto.
W | lwong®™  lang™ len 52 1jon4™2 ladP? loen /P2

M| | ceong®  cang™! kanYA! kon1#! kom YA kon 1
& | duong®! dang®! | tapd/1¥CY onI®  domd/ P tong1/4EC

BERZESH

j& | duong® dang™ jenB? jion4B2 jadB2 joen /B2
| son®™ san’! sanYA! son 1Al ¢oan AT san1™
¥ | don™ dan®! tanYA! ton?®!  dogn ! tan1*

Perhaps -wong/-on are older local developments, and -ar)/-an
are newer borrowings from Nanning.
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MC f& -jo & -ju finals

MC ESV LSV
B | ljo® | lra®? ‘donkey’ 1u”! ‘donkey’
#] | tshjo? | xuwa®! ‘ancient’ so™! ‘beginning’
+ | tsjuP | chtaP! ‘lord’ cht® ‘master’
£F | bju® | buia®? ‘amulet’ phu?? ‘talisman’



Tones Finals Finals and Initials Initials
000000 ooooe oo oo

Finals

MC —% «2nd division” (¢ &)

MC ESV LSV
% | de® | che?? trah?
# | hwe€ | v&®? hoaP?
BB | kew” | keo?! ‘glue’ giao®! ‘glue’
#7 | tsem® | chém®! ‘chop’ tram®! ‘cut off’
52 | tshet? | xétP! ‘observe’ satP! ‘examine’
nwa? | (ng6itl) ngoa®?

(OC *C.p"™ra[jl?)
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LSV:

MC % «2nd division” (¢ &) vs. —2% “1%t division” (a 2)

with velar initials:

MC | LSV FMEY  HRT EWE Al Can.

* ne® | nha®l  pal®2  qpaJdA? p/noiA? 9gali? palA?
B pewd | giao® pawi®?  pawi®2  pow/sB2  dgawTB!  paw/B2
JE pen® | nhan®? pani®® pan'®® onl®?  9gani®® pani®?
F* pa® ngda® pal®?  peiB? neefBZ  9gujB2  npjB?
# paw® | ngao®! pawl?? pewd*? cewi?? 9gawir? po/awlA?
F pan® | ngan®? pani®® pen\®® ponl®  9guongl®?  poni©2
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MC % «2nd division” (¢ &) vs. —Z% “15t division” (a )
with velar initials:

Initials

MC LSV MEY  #HEGE O EME Bl Can.
I ka® | gid®  kal®! tsal®l  koV®! katAT  kai“l
X kaw? | giao®!  kaw¥!  tsawt?l  kow1Al  kawiACl  kaw1A!
% ken® | gian® kan¥"!  tsant*! kon1A!  kaniA®!  kan1A!
M kat cahl ka/>¥YAT  ketAl koe AT k% L koA
& kaw? | cao®  kaw'™  kewirl  keewTAl kawiA®l  kowl1A!
§7  kan® | can®  kan¥®'  ken/*! kon1®!  k'ni*®  kon1M
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EMC ESV LSV
¥ pah nga (voi) ‘(%) tusk’  nha ‘tooth’
% ke ga ‘marry off’ gia ‘marry’
7 kei© cai ‘cruciferous vege’ gidi ‘mustard’
5 bwjang® | buong “room” phong “room”
7= pjub btia ‘axe’ phu ‘axe’
K mwijii® | mui ‘smell’ vi ‘taste’
# mwjon® | mudn/man ‘10000’  van ‘10000’

1.9 % > p; k & > cetc.: Pinghua / W Yue partially like this
2. bw/pw > f JEEZ: Pinghua-Yue & Hakka mostly like this; kept some
characters as b/p. (Min has most usually not developed f.)

3. mw > v fi{: Pinghua-Yue & Hakka mostly retained m. Pinghua has a few,

Hakka has a bit more, cases of v. (S Min usually m > b)

Lanneau, Grainger. 2025. Acquisition in a trilingual environment and philological education: A re-examination of
regular, unique and unusual SinoVietnamese initial features. Seattle: University of Washington. (PhD dissertation.)
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(e.g. Phan 2025: 106)

Old Viet. *b- *p- *d- *t- > *p- *t- > b- d-

Sinitic (MC) 5 ts- J& ts"- > Viet. t- t"-

Sinitic (MC) #F ts- #/] ts"- > Viet. ts- s- (> N Viet. c- s-)
Sinitic (MC) ¥ t¢- & te¢h- > Viet. c- s-

LN T B (Li 1996: 13-15)

MC H p- ¥fi t > L& b- d- (voiced)
MC #& ts- 15 ts"- > {LINE t- t"-

MC f ts- #] ts"- > {LIHE tf- -

MC % t¢- & te" > (LM E tf- tf-

Initials
oe
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