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Non-Sinitic influence

Ethnolinguistic situation before the Han expansion was something
like this: (i.e. there are various theories)
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Fig. 1. Ethnic divisions in South China before the Han’s
southward expansion. Dashed lines are the ethnic divisions.
Dotted lines are the province borders. Dashed dotted lines are
the country borders. Solid lines are rivers and sea lines. Impor-
tant cordilleras between ethnic areas are marked in the map.

Li, Hui et al. 2007. Mitochondrial DNA diversity and population differentiation in southern East Asia. American
Journal of Physical Anthropology 134(4). 481-488. https://doi.org/10.1002/ajpa.20690
https://loca.fudan.edu.cn/Doc/A35.pdf


https://doi.org/10.1002/ajpa.20690
https://loca.fudan.edu.cn/Doc/A35.pdf
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languages
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Is Sinitic a first
order branch?

Pearl River
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and Loloish
(“Luélué fR{R”,
i.e. Yi % and
relatives)
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Non-Sinitic influence

Austroasiatic F 51

Pearl River Basin: Austro-Asiatic languages
Bolyu & (Pakanic)

Vietnamese
a little bit

Pakanic
e

Bahnaric

iy

Nicobarese ."
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Non-Sinitic influence
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Kra-Dai influence

Kra-Dai (Tai-Kadai) LA,/ A&
e Tai &/it&/fif
® Be (Ong-Be) Eﬁ% \A&/ SICHUAN

CHINA ‘ HUNAN
M,-E Yangtze Guiyang
° Qi AR o = A
Kam-Sui ffl7K (fd dong dungé) S & A
@ Kunming
e Hlai 32 J g
- “7C 5 YUNNAN Hongspe,
" 2
® Kra {25 dzte-#id 8 g
v 3 7
. . ~ \ MYANMAR  § 4 2
[ ] — L 3 g =i
Biao-Lakkja 173l Pt iy @
Ny Es A T Tonkin \3
Y LACS
Figure 2. A Kra-Dai language family tree: Austro-Tai hypothesis (Ostapirat 2005), Kam- | ~
Tai division, and two plus three Tai taxonomy (Liao and Tai 2019). 9 KR 1o, 2
AT (Austro-Tai) b vansond ‘.\ Gientane < HAINAN
KaDai =~ = = AN (Austronesian) / 3 \\I THAILAND {
Kam-Tai THAI
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ST
Northern Tai (Yay Proper) ANDAMAN )

-

Southwestern Tai

Central Tai Yongnan Zhuang Sack  Northern Zhuang 0
(SWT) ) (YNZ) (NZ, including Bouyei)

Liao, Hanbo. 2023. Tonal Behavior as of Areal and

Typological Concerns: Centering on the Sinitic and g

Kam-Tai Languages in Lingnan. Languages 8(2). 148. 0

cenvaiTa [l Kam-sui
https://doi.org/10.3390/1languages8020148 NothemTai [ Hei

Ka [ 1solate

D\
© 2013 A. Gutman & B. Avan‘i%‘

¢ )
Bt {


https://doi.org/10.3390/languages8020148
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https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/30911789139

LAC 2012 classification:

S Pinghua 2.3m, N Pinghua 1.76m

S Zhuang 4.62m, N Zhuang 9.39m (3.82 and 9.2m in Guangxi)
Yue 59.58m (68m worldwide)


https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/30911789139
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Kra-Dai influence

#F _ placenames
(Not Mandarin 7 na tore € or

Cantonese naa5 tone B2)

HB _ placenames:
Ilaa4 tone A2 https:

//www . youtube. com/watch?v=A8GCPYdRmzM

or no4 in PY&,
e.g. J8% Canto. no4 kam4

https://youtu.be/C6foBnDLN48?si=
dcdGJ6RIVSRM357M&t=12
Proto-Tai *na® ‘paddy
field’

e.g. PAEERRAN [¢ip sop]
panY na:\] 12k fields’



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8GCPYdRmzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8GCPYdRmzM
https://youtu.be/C6foBnDLN48?si=dcdGJ6RIVSRM357M&t=12
https://youtu.be/C6foBnDLN48?si=dcdGJ6RIVSRM357M&t=12
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Kra-Dai influence: lexicon

Standard Cantonese has Kra-Dai words in its basic vocabulary e.g.:

Tai examples given out of convenience; donor language can be from another branch of Kra-Dai

Stan. Canto.

Kra-Dai forms

han4 A2 ‘to itch’

naat3 P! ‘to scorch’
luké6 P2 ‘to scald’

kam2 B! ‘to cover’
lam3 © ‘to collapse’
tap6 P2 ‘to pound’
dan2 B! “to put (down)’
ngaaml ! ‘correct’
hail *! ‘vagina’

kel A ‘excrement’

PT *yal® “to itch’, Jtt han™?, % fu kPan™?

PT *dv:t® ‘to boil ™, fifk da:t"!, Z% 1hiom duat™™
PT luak® ‘to scald’, FEMIH: lw:kP2, & aan ltokP?

PB *kPum®®; PT *hym® ‘cover w/ cloth’, % #u hom®
PT *1¥m® ‘to fall down’, fif 1lam®, & du 16m2

PT *dup® ‘to pound’, fifk tup®?, % nu thap”s?
Pre-Hlai *ta:nfi ‘to put (down)’

Jbitt pa:m® ‘exact’, PSWT paim®?® ‘nice’, 3 911 pamm™?
PT *hi:* ‘vagina’, \LJTUi: hoy™, % % hiM!

PT * C.quijS, /AL khoy®, % ¥ kb

PB *ka:j®?; PKS *ke*; PKr *kai®; PHI *fazj?

Notice: Normally, nasal/liquid onset with high tone cannot be a reflex of

Middle Chinese words
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Kra-Dai influence: lexicon

In Nanning Pinghua & Nén. Canto., even more Zhuang words, e.g.:

SR g FEH it (8)

hej1 1 ‘to give’ Jt hauy1 ©!

CLESE haupt ©12) i hajy B2

(ZFF hoj1 ) (PT *haw® ‘to give’)
DLT «;

na:p1” ‘vexed’

namp - ‘irritated’
(PT *"pa:p’1 P ‘coarse’)

$o:t4 PT ‘buttocks’

it yot1 DS1
4 totd S
(PT *k.tvt® “fart’)

-tik1P” ‘place’

-ti:1 2! ‘place’

It ti’kd P? / ti1 B2
(PT *di:® ‘place’)

nep1 2" “to hold btw’

ne:pd P “to hold btw’

Jt ne:pPH
(PT *Mni:p® “to pinch’)

\1A14

new sticky’

ni:wl ~ nerw1 AL

JE nirwA™
B nirw] Alws
(PT *Pniow” ‘sticky’)

ammar
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Kra-Dai influence: phonology

Having ¥ (or 0)

De Sousa (2015: 166-168):

{ in Sinitic languages = reflexes of MC *s

{ in Tai languages = reflexes of PT *s

Chin. & Thai linguists attributes ¢28% § to each other’s family.

Most Tai linguists reconstruct *s instead of *¢ in Proto-Tai;
*h] is needed, and *"l *} cannot coexist due to phonetic similarity

Liao(2023: 128-136) comments on “De Sousa’s puzzle”

PT should be reconstructed with both *" & *¢ (and not *s):
1. " and ¢ coexist in Southern Guangxi, e.g.

in many &Rl varieties "aj/B! ‘egg’ (Thai (9 k"ajd)

vs. taj1 A1us ‘snail’ (> $2H #7)

2. *tis 0 or 1 step away from its reflexes: $ 6 "1 t" s (&s > s

i.e. Tait > Sinitic } in Guangxi / Guangdong
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Kra-Dai influence: phonology

Vowel length distinction

The vast majority of Pan-Yue dialects have L vs. S vowels
The only Sinitic group to have vowel-length contrast.

Side note: # e.g. Tii%
<ie> FEA <ie> H{H
<ue> M <un> fEMkE
<ye> HHE <ye> Hi
However, this is not vowel-length distinction:
/je/ vs. /ig/
/we/ vs. /up/
/ye/ vs. /y/
(Chinese linguistics traditionally writes medial glides with vowel symbols,
and hence e.g. [ye] needs to written as something other than <ye>/ye/)

Tanxi Hui: \ glide (G) nucleus (V) coda (C)

/jwy/ /aoeve/
/iuyae/ /awn/

(not all GV & VC combinations available; GVC: /jaw/ /jan/ /gan/)




KD-influence: phonology

oo 000@0000000

Kra-Dai influence: phonology

Vowel length distinction

The vast majority of Pan-Yue dialects have long vs. short
vowels
*iC > *ieC > eC

(/e/: something like [e] or [a])
/e/ phonetically short; interpret as the short counterpart of
/a/, which is phonetically long.

(Other sound changes created other long/short vowel pairs)

Vowel length contrast reconstructed in all branches of Kra-Dai
(except Proto-Kra)

i.e. Pan-Yue having vowel-length contrast is an influence from

Kra-Dai. (Kra-Dai languages in Guangxi also have similar
vowel-breaking.)
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Kra-Dai influence: phonology

Spliting of Tone D based on vowel length

A majority of Pan-Yue dialects split at least one of the D tones based
on vowel length, e.g. Cantonese % /petl/ (MC pit?) /\ /pati/ (MC
petP)

The vast majority of Kra-Dai languages also have a split in tone D
based on vowel length (except most Kra and Hlai languages).

The DL-DS area of Kra-Dai and Pan-Yue are contiguous.

This phenomenon: from Kra-Dai to Pan-Yue(?) (very common in
Kra-Dai, rare in Sinitic)

But note: earliest record of Cantonese having DL-DS split:

BRIE (1851) (HREZAWIS 4 - HE)

Earliest record of Thai having DL-DS split:

Pallegoix (1850) Grammatica linguze Thai (Pittayaporn 2018)

Two separate events? One related event?



Fig. 1: Areas with nine or more allotones are highlighted in dark gray, areas with six to eight allotones in light gray. Other Si-
nitic languages have two to five allotones. (Data derived from LACD Map P001).

de Sousa (2015)
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Kra-Dai influence: phonology
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Fig. 2: Areas with -m -n -iy highlighted in light gray, and areas with -m -y or -m -n in dark gray. Other Sinitic languages have -n -, just
one of them, or in rare cases, no nasal codas. (Data derived from LACD Map P121).
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Fig. 3: Areas with three or four non-nasal codas are highlighted in light gray, areas with two non-nasal codas in dark gray. Other
Sinitic languages have no non-nasal codas, a single -?, or in rare cases a single -t or -I. (Data derived from LACD Map P124).

(Glide codas not included)
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Fig. 5: Areas with neither medial glide y nor vowel y are d. Other Sinitic | have both  and y, or in rare cases,
just one of them. (Data derived from LACD Map P117).
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Fig. 6: Areas with no apical vowels are highlighted. Other Sinitic languages have at least one apical vowel. (Data derived from
LACD Map P118).
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Word order:

Normal SVO languages: NP slightly more left-headed, e.g. English
good book, on [top of the table], the man [who eats cake]

SVO languages in core of MSEA: NP strongly left-headed, e.g. Viet.
sdch™ hay, trén [mat bénﬁﬁ], nguroi dan 6ng® [4n banh™]

Sinitic l.: mainly SVO, but NP strongly right-headed:, e.g.
Canto.

hou2 syul &

hail [zoengl toi4*2 soeng6 min6] Mg 5RAR_F[Hi

[sik6 daan6 goul] go2 go3 naam4 jan4*2 & EREMAMEE N

WALS The World Atlas of Language Structures.
SVO & N Rel: 293 languages
SVO & Rel N: 4 languages (Mand., Canto., Hakka, Bai)

https://wals.info/combinations/81A_90A#2/24.3/153.0


https://wals.info/combinations/81A_90A#2/24.3/153.0
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Noun compounds in Cantonese:

mostly right headed (like other Sinitic languages), e.g.
{2¥ laangl saam1 (wool clothe) ‘sweater’

#can sou3 ken6/*2 (vegetarian canteen) UM slang

Some left-headed compounds, e.g.

f8 ZE jyu4 saangl (fish raw) ‘raw fish dish, sashimi’

i je?:engl (coconut adolescent) ‘young coconut’

A Eng4 jan4*2 (ursid human) ‘bear’ (human-like ursid)

1=3
E
IS

Southern Sinitic languages typically have some left-headed compounds, especially

ones closer to the core of MSEA
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Animal sex affixes:

| pullet hen rooster
Canto. gail hong6*2 gail naa2 gail gungl
N Zhuing | gaeq hangh gaeq meh  gaeq boux
Nan. Ping | hand kej} mow/ kej¥  kunY kejl

Note: affixes need not all line up together;
they can differ by sex and/or animal

cf. Wu Yunji (2005: 105-113) on e.g. i#fl Xiang, 4§55 Xianghua
Female affixes slightly more commonly suffixed

Wu, Yun Ji. 2005. A synchronic and diachronic study of the grammar of the Chinese Xiang dialects (Trends in
Linguistics Studies and Monographs 162). Berlin / New York: Mouton de Gruyter.
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Chappell (2015)’s five Sinitic linguistic areas

Based on comparative, passive, object marking constructions:

e Northern

Central Transitional (e.g. Jianghudi / Lw Yangtze Mand.)
e Southeastern (e.g. core Min, S W)
e Southwestern (primarily SW Mandarin)

Far Southern (Yueé, Hainan Min)

Pinghua is somewhat between Far S and SW

Chappell, Hilary M. 2015. Linguistic areas in China for differential object marking, passive, and comparative
constructions. In Chappell, Hilary M. (ed.), Diversity in Sinitic languages, 13-52. Oxford: Oxford University Press.



ence: phonology KD influence: grammar

KD influence: lexicon
00 o 0000@000000

Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Comparatives comparison of inequality:

Northern: normally [COMPARE]

[comparee COMPARE standard PREDICATE]

[X kb Y ADJ]

nidJ piJ t"al pjao\ ljag\ FRELAESE (Standard Mandarin)
(2SG COMPARE 3SG beautiful)

Far-Southern: normally [SURPASS]

[comparee PREDICATE SURPASS standard]

[X ADJ ## Y]

neji lemd k*ord kPeyd /REIM{E (Standard Cantonese)
(2sG beautiful SURPASS 3SG)

nil ljang1 ko4 thal YRERZEM (Litizhou SW Mandarin)
k"un1 suajJ kwa:l k"aw1 aauaini1wn (Central Thai)
ban dep hon [anhM/c6F] 4y (N Vietnamese)



1\1 a- L) i mllumu KD influence: lexicon

KD influence: grammar
00000@00000

Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Passives:

niJ pej\ (thal) jaod PR (fil) M (Standard Mandarin)
(2SG COVER (3SG) bite)

ni4 tsal (ky4) noud #RE () BZ (Yulin Yue)

krund t"u:kd® (khaw) katd Aaugn(1w)ia (Central Thai)

(TOUCH)
nil nal (t"al) gal YRIE(H) 1% (Litizhou SW Mandarin)
(SUFFER)

nej/ pej1 k"eys narw/ RSt {EIZ (Standard Cantonese)

(2SG GIVE 3sG bite)

nejl pejd (kPeyl) na:w/ FR#Z({E) & (norm in late 18 C chin 2022: 90-95)
(2SG COVER (3sG) bite)

Chin, Andy Chi-on. 2022. Cantonese GIVE and double-object construction (Studies in Chinese Language and
Discourse 15). Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company.
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Passives:

Néanning Weizilu Pinghua:

na:;j/ nazjd (ka:jl) na:wl /R4E ({E) M (SUFFER) (now dominant)
no:j/ tlekd (koijd) parwd VR ({E) I (TOUCH)

nazj hej’ kaxjl naw/ R AR{ER (GIVE)

Néanning Cantonese:

ni: na:jd (k"y:4) narw/ 7R#E ({E) X (SUFFER) (now dominant)
ni:/ tfeerkd (kPy:d) pa:wd fR%& ({B) % (TOUCH)

ni:/ pi1 k"y:) na:wi /RFYENZ (GIVE)

ni:/ kej1 kPy:) pa:wd IR {ER (GIVE)
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Object marking construction (disposal construction; Mand. )

Standard Mandarin

wo ba shii nong diii le FRIDEFET
1SG oM book make be.lost cOs

‘I have lost the book.’

Standard Cantonese

(does have an oM constrution marked by ¥ zoeng1, but)
ngo5 m4gin3 zo2 bun2 syul FIERIEAE

1SG lost PFV CLF book

‘I lost a/the book.’

Nanning Cantonese: does not have a grammaticalised OM construction
(Lin & Qin 2008: 344-348)

Chappell (2015: 22)’s Far Southern area:

Sinitic oM not used much, or at most using a non-grammaticalised or lightly
grammaticalised TAKE serial verb construction; similar to e.g. Thai, Khmer,
Vietnamese, Hmong (Bisang 1992).

MR & FERUAR. 2008. | PERG T EIEWFFL. AEbk: ) PEITE RS AR,

Bisang, Walter. 1992. Das Verb im Chinesischen, Hmong, Vietnamesischen, Thai und Khmer. Tiibingen: Gunter
Narr Verlag.
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

(Having some) Post-verbal adverbials:

Standard Mandarin

wo xian [ba beizi] xi ganjing Fk I T UEHZIH
1sG first [OoM cup] wash be.clean

‘I wash the cup first.’

Standard Cantonese

ngo5 sai2 gonlzeng6 [zek3 buil] sinl FRIEHZIFEMIE
1sG wash be.clean [CLF cup] first

‘T wash the cup first.’

go first:

heoi3 sinl 4% (Cantonese), di truéc (Vietnamese)
bae gonq (N Zhuang), paj kdn {iAow (Thai)

first go:

xian qu &2 (Mandarin), shichi /7% (Shanghainese)
sing-khi 57 (Hokkien / Taiwanese)
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Negators:
“NON-PEFECTIVE” “PEFECTIVE” EXIST/POSS
Sd. Mandarin wo bl qu wo méi(you) qu wo méi(you) qian
HK Hakka ngai th hi ngai mau hi ngai mau cien
Sd. Cantonese ngo5 m4 heoi3 ngo5 moub5 heoi3  ngo5 moub cing*2
(LN B 174 mawA hejd n>4 mawA hejd n>4 mawA thini
] 24 mu4 hyA 124 mu4 hyA 24 mud jew4 tfPind
AR o nal miJ haj nal miJ haj nal mil jow/ tfind
N Zhuang gou mbouj bae gou mbouj bae gou mbouj miz cienz
C Thai te"an maj paj te"an maj paj t¢h4n maj mii n33n™
Vietnamese t6i khong™ di toi khong di t61 khong c6 tién

%4 /{EM “T'm afraid that you don’t know”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qPuHq9Aal0&t=18s

https://youtu.be/OHzMkeqQYyI?si=x9fu_7vb_zdXqA41


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qPuHq9AaU0&t=18s
https://youtu.be/0HzMkeqQYyI?si=x9fu_7vb_zdXqA41
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Kra-Dai influence: grammar

Clusivity:
(only locally in/around Southern Guéngxi:)
Zhuang & Pinghua most usually have clusivity, Yué and Hakka most usually do not

1sG  1PL.EXCL 1PL.INCL
N Zhuang kow4 towA yawy
Yongnan &g Zh. | kowd  til kowH hlaul
Nanning F§% Ping. | pal paltoil  wend toid
Binyang &% “Ping” | ped po\ twl  wond tu\
Nanning Fi% Canto. | 54 0o tid
Hépt &1 Yue noi wen/
Guigdng EH# Yué | gup] nup] toey )
Xingye H13 Hakka | pajd naj! tid

wenl etc. < PT *ewwn® ‘person’ (e.g. N Zhuang wuny, Thai Aw k"on)
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