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Opinions on Yue vs. Pinghua (Chan 2025)
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Yue-Pinghua

Various ways of classifying dialects;
different classifications are good for different purposes.

Some questions:

1. Definition of Yue / Pinghua

2. Internal classification of Yue / Pinghua

3a. Relationship between Yue & Pinghua

3b. Boundary between Yue & Pinghua (if they are considered separate)
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Opinions on Yue vs. Pinghua

Common opinions
e Opinion 1: Pinghua is a branch of Yue, e.g. Lidng Z2&%
1997
e Opinion 2: Southern Pinghua is a branch of Yue¢, e.g. Qin
FH7LE 2000 majority opinion nowadays
® Opinion 3: Traditional (LAC) division of Pinghua vs. Yue
e Opinion 4: Goulou Yue is a branch of Pinghua, e.g. LI Z=%H#
# 2000a
plus many other opinions
also: e.g. what is the range of Southern Pinghua, Northern Pinghua

Lidng, Jinréng &%, 1997. #£ILFIHIEFMFE. Guangzhou: Jinan University A%, (PhD thesis.)
Qin, Yuanxiéng B, 2000. TG, Guangzhou: Jinan University B A%, (PhD thesis.)
Li, Li4njin Z2%4E. 2000. 56 & 75 Nanning: Guangxi People’ s Publishing House 75 A R HR L.
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Figure 1: Some Southern Sinitic dialect groups per Language Atlas of China'%%”

What is Yue/ Pinghua? Not explicitly discussed in the LAC;
Preconceived categories of “Yue” & “Pinghua”. Sinitic dialects in and around
Guangdong/Guangxi which are not Hakka/Min/Mandarin/Xiang/“ 1% Tuhua”.
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

Language Atlas of China (2™ ed.) B1-18 %1% (by ffi£})

BIENEE L EN g —RR A

(1) HEMAERMEZEUTEHEL - BltE > AREREARE - AR
ARE 0 WARFR ~ BEFERR BFE o AFEARER e

[MC voiced obstruent initials have become voiceless in most dialects. After becoming

voiceless, in some dialects they are aspirated, in some dialects they are unaspirated, in
some dialects they are aspirated in tones AB and unaspirated in tones CD.]

(@) MBS PR » 1 W S 7 W s
BEm] =R EBE=%"X=[]-1=1&"

[MC % [mw-/m-] initial characters are pronounced bilabial in the modern language,

e.g. #32J7 all pronounced [m-] nowadays, e.g. [Cantonese] % mou5 = & mou5, &

mei5 = 3% mei5, ¥ man4 = ' mun4, # maan6 = |2 maan6
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

(3) W B — A — £ > BHOTEHEIE - - 1 ©

[There is usually only one set of sibilants, in most dialects they are laminal [tf- t{"- {-].]

[Actually not uncommon to have 2 series, especially e.g. /{/ vs. /1-/]

(4) WH KRB FACHAE - A2 AL SERS (k- K- p-
Wl =B - B=FE - F=F - H=E =% 5=/
[MC R [k-] series and I8 [h-] initial characters, no matter whether it is followed by
[open vowels / u] or 4l [i / y], the initial is usually not f£{t. palatalised, they are
nowadays pronounced velar [k- k"- g- h-], [Cantonese] #& giul = £& ziul, i% kail =
# cail, ff gin6 = I cin5, ¥ gingl = 1% zingl, Ml goek3 = # zoek3, ¥ hiu2 = /)
siu2]

anEm s R Bl EHlEF A A EEIIE © [In some dialects,
there is dentalisation with MC it [-iw], % [-im], 2 [-in] groups of finals in front of 4H
Hi/yl

e.g. B JL tfaud BR tfaud 4 tfam [Canto. /L keut BR kPeul 4 kem]
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

(5) HBERH %Jﬂ?%’ﬂﬁw W% [h-] R ; SRS OF
EE5ERBEOFET) 525 (] G MIE -8 = & = ff
[ful] > & = K [funl] °

[With % Fi¥ common characters, MC [ [1 non-rounded % [k"-] initial often has the
phenomenon of being pronounced as 5% voiceless glottal fricative [h-]; MC &1
rounded 7% [k-] initial is (mostly merged with MC 511 rounded I [h-] initial) now
often pronounced [f-], e.g. Canton dialect # = FZ = ¥ [ful] > & = ¥ [fun1].]

[Canto. ff hoil [1 hau2 ¥T haangl]
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

(6) BREJFEIBIN » RE2ETTE L EHERITEHEE o 4R ZEEIE LT
O FEREEITE (] > &80 BIE R80T R ~ AR RN
[-y] 8 [-u] °

[Except &% Yongxtin Yue / Jungl Cam4 Jyut6, most dialects do not have #i#} finals
with HZRJLH apical vowels. In the vast majority of Yue dialects, MC B[]
non-rounded 1 [i] group of finals with ¥§# coronal initial is pronounced with FHJC
& “normal” vowel [-i], in some Yue dialects MC B[] non-rounded 1 [i] group of
finals with #% [ts-] #F [ts-] series of initials is pronounced as [-y] or [-u].]

[& J&MN Canto. tsil K:F Canto. tsz] F {2 Canto. 351 IEfE AR tsyV]
(7) KIEILH [a] 5 [e(e)] FEAKARGN L > A1 MIE & 1 kail= 3§
keil’ = faml= .0 fem1’ # mand= [ menl’ & pagl= & penl °
fEE L [a~ o] MEAREKERNXS] > WENAG SO &S KR XE]
[Long and short vowels [a] and [e(e)] basically form a systematic contrast, for
example Cantonese 7 kail= ¥ keil’> = fam1= /[> fem1’ 2 manl= K men!’ &
p’agl= % p’enl. In terms of quality, [a, ] not only have a temporal length difference,

there is also a difference in tongue height]
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

(8) itht ~ B 1 —F 5 =FF A s - 2E0T5FE -

[MC i -iw and 2§ -in groups of finals, first (uw an) and third division (juw jiw (j)in
jin) characters, no matter whether it is followed by #t [open / u] or #l [i/y] vowels, in
most dialects they are the same final]

[Canto. # = i laud, & = {lH zau2, #1 = JL gau2, fR = JT ganl]
(9) HRHAEFMAFEEES 7335 [-m >~ -n > -g] 1 [-p~ -t~ -k] WEH ~
ABLHIEIRE ©

[MC F5##8 nasal-ending finals and A%# plosive-ending finals are now read with

[-m -n -n] [-p -t -k] two sets of nasal and plosive codas]

[Canto. #f zam1 X man4 {I gong 1 {1 zapl ¥ mat6 & gok3]



Opinions on Yue vs. Pinghua Yue-Pinghua (LAC 2012) Yue-Pinghua (Sung 2026) Yue-Pinghua (Chan 2025)
oo 000000800000 000000000 000000000

Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

(10) °F~ kb~ FE~ AMIAEHE - ARTEHBHA L TR - ARIH
At R FRAF VTR 3 M4 4 o

[Tones ABCD all split into upper and lower, tone D1 is also split into two, in some
dialects tone D2 is also split into two, so there are usually 3 or 4 tone D’s.]

[Canto. tone DS1 # bitl (*batl), tone DL1 ¥ bit3, tone D2 5| bit6]

(11) WAL » RER “BA7 0 RIGZHR W > 230~ BEGTK
NGRS TG o 2B T MBIy “BET 0 SERAR BT
FIWrshiaZ oy “R” e

[Amongst common vocabulary, “home” is 1P ukl kei2, “thing” is #¥ je5, rooster and
hen are 2\ gail gungl, Fl gail naa2, “what” is 17. mat1, visual verb is i tai2, “to
butcher” is &l tong1, copula is usually f% hai6.]



Opinions on Yue vs. Pinghua Yue-Pinghua (LAC 2012) Yue-Pinghua (Sung 2026) Yue-Pinghua (Chan 2025)
oo 0000000e0000 000000000 000000000

Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

(12) RIAMARARTRYIEE - 0 “MFedral” OXAFRIRMRESE) ~ “86
ST OXREIRT) ~ “IAEN” OXEEAHDET) » He

CHET S SR S MY RS TR XA S AR~ IR o TR
AT BN R FREBAA K7 > a1 PR (GEAERE) » R
PR” (IE R 5 FonshfEIT oy Z B — M “B17 - a0 “HiEl
PISCE” GRIFIFRM R ER) ~ “MBISERt (WF]” (EEATRGEE LARTRIARLE
TAE) »

[A classifier on its own has deitic function, e.g. /F#24#i gin6 saam1 hou2 leng3 (CLF
shirt) very beautiful) ‘The shirt is beautiful’, Bl bou6 cel waai6 zo2 (CLF
vehicle bad PFV) ‘The car broke down’, Iffi \Ei dil jan4 zau2 saai3 (CLF:MASS
person leave comPL) ‘All the people left’. f #B Iy is equivalent to Beijing dialect %&fF
B4 755 respectively. The progression of an action or state is expressed by the
particle ¥ gan2, e.g. &% gong?2 gan2 (speak PROG) “X is speaking”, % %K lok6
gan2 jyu5 (descend PROG rain) ‘it is raining’; returning action is expressed by the
particle &Y faan1, e.g. $XHH ZFX zaau2 faanl loeng5 man4+1 ngo5 (give.change
RETURN two $ I) “give me change of $/¥2 back”, f{Hl/caiIM zou6 faanl sinlcind
dil je5 (do RETURN before CLF:MASS thing ‘Doing things [which I did] before again’.
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

Approach in the LAC: top-down

Preconceived dialect groups, then describe traits common in
the group (not necessarily traits which are highly exclusive or
representative)

When dealing with atypical cases, often 1) lump into existing
dialect groups, or 2) put into a “waste basket” category
Unclassified Sinitic dialects in S Hunan: i#fird 155

Unclassified Sinitic dialects in N Guangdong: & Jt 15
“Everything” in Guangxi: °F5f “Pinghua”

(All Sinitic varieties which are not considered Yue, Mandarin, Hakka, Xiang,
or Min)



a (Sung 2026)

A

(Chan 2025)
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

Phonology, typologically:

Southern Pinghua -5 varieties are like Yue,
conservative with codas, e.g. (B8 T-i%):

7~ lukd

€ tfPetd

iC» fem)

Fq mund

Northern Pinghua #:3L3F-5F varieties are like Mandarin,
usually no -m -p -t -k codas, e.g. (E)I1557K):

7% liou

L tshail

(local trait) sometimes nasal codas are totally deleted, e.g.
I siel

F9 mav
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Yue and Pinghua Dialect Areas

(map from Sung
2026)

15t ed. LAC:

N Pl B AR

pref. in NE &7

S F3f: others,

including #H /7Rt
pref. in mid-N F&p§

B G s ond ed, LAC:

() Ginan/ Southers Pinghua.

B e (Non-E) dialects in
5w = MM /I, doubly
—— counted as (&)%) &

and S &
Figure 2.12: Geographical distribution of Yue, Guinan and Guibei
Pinghua dialects (based on LAC 1st Edition)
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Yue—Pinghua LAC 2012

In LAC:

“Yue” dialects in Guangxi:

1. related to migration from Guangdong, or areas redrawn
from Guangdong

2. remained typologically like Yue dialects of Guangdong

“Pinghua™:

1. Han ancestors mostly came from or via Hunan

2. LAC includes Mandarinised-Yue dialects in NE Guangxi as N
Pinghua (e.g. F 2009, & 2019)

Chén, Rénran FRIR%A. 2009. SE/IMHRIFEFHIIE. In IE & FAR (eds.), I THIXIETT 5 BT S EH, 343-
391. Nanning: Guangxi Ethnic Publishing House | P4 R it

Qin, Yuinxiéng EIZ /. 2019. Guingxi Pingle, Zhongshan “Béndihua” de xingzhi J7 PSR ~ Bl “AHIE” foME
Jii “The Local Vernacular’ in Pingle County and Zhongshan County. Fangyan 775 2019(4). 484-495.
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Yue-Pinghua sung 2026

Opinions on Yue vs. Pinghua

Distance matrix

Dialectometry, e.g. (Sung 2026)  3s)

- 5 3 Lo | Loc | toc
Pairwise segmental distance calculation 1|2 | s
1 [ 2 ]3] 4] operatons Y o |05 |02
o
Dialect 1 | ts @ | k f Y los| o |os
5
" « | k| Substitution K4 —
1 5 *lo2]os| o
o | i " 58
. o o | k | Addition § 8
§ Substit de
$ | 0| o | K | Substitution $§
$ 1 Ss
Preprocessing Digitisation S el ool v 1 | = | peiea 8
]
N 4slots 4operations g
g Normalised Distance: 4/4=1
_— ¢
Transcriptions
wi | w2 | wa ‘ Cluster Multidimensional
analysis i
Loct | abe | xyz | ijk Y Scaling
Loc2 | aac | xox | ijk
Loc3 | abb | xzz ij Aggregate dialect distance
—— Sum of all word pair distances —
f Pv - Quantitative
Total number of word pairs Maps

Workflow of Dialectometry using Levenshtein Distance

Figure 3.2:
Sung, Ho Wang Matthew. 2026. Advancing Explanatory and Tonal Dialectometry (LOT 709). Amsterdam:

Landelijke Onderzoekschool Taalwetenschap. https://doi.org/10.48273/L0OT0709


https://doi.org/10.48273/LOT0709
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Yue-Pinghua sung 2026

Pairwise segmental distance calculation, e.g. %:

Yue-Pinghua (Chan 2025)
000000000

Dialects | Onset | Medial | Nucleus | Coda Operations Costs
Guangzhou ts - 13 k
Substitution 1
tsh - € k
from ts to tsh
tsh i 3 k Insertion of i 1
. Substitution 1
tsh i > k
from e too
tsh i > - Deletion of k 1
Bao’an tsh i > = 4

Sung (2026: 39)

Figure 3.3: Illustration of Levenshtein Distance
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Yue-Pinghua sung 2026
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Figure 5.1: MDS plots of the segmental distances of 113 Yue and e ek 3

Pinghua dialects (Levenshtein distance), r> = 0.59
Sung (2026:66)
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Figure 5.5: MDS plot of 104 Yue dialects (Figure 5.3) with LAC dialect

group annotation (Dimension 1 & 2)

Sung (2026:70)
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Groups

@ Guangfu
O Goulou
@ Yongxun
O Gaoyang
@ Wuhua
@ ainlian
@ sy

O Guinan
O Guibei
@ Unciassified

dimension 2 3

0
dimension 4 2

Figure 5.6: MDS plot of 104 Yue dialects (Figure 5.3) with LAC dialect
group annotation (Dimension 2 & 3)
Sung (2026:71)
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S5-cluster

3-cluster

2-cluster

Figure 5.12: Dendrogram of 104 Yue segmental distances using Ward’s

method Sung (2026:79)



Cluster Groups Cluster algorithm
@ Cuserl @ Ward's method
® Cluser2 A UPGMA

0 100 200 km

o
[ Se—] .
@ Clusterd
Clustr algorithm: Wand's Method (5-clustr soluion), ® Cluster 4
UPGMA (S-cluster).
@ Cluster§S

Figure 5.15: Cluster map based on the Ward’s method with dialect
islands Sung (2026:83)
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Amongst the many merits of Sung (2026):
e criticisms of the subgrouping of Yue and Pinghua dialects
in the LAC

¢ dealing with a very large number of features (no
cherry-picking of which features should have more
weighting)
o [...]
One criticism: Used the LAC’s definition of Yue and Pinghua as
a starting point. My questions are, e.g.
e Why should the VY& dialects be considered Yue?
¢ Should some of the Hakka / Hakka-like dialects be
considered Yue? (i.e. is the Yue-Hakka boundary as clear
as assumed?)

(Sung & de Sousa forthcoming)
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Yue-Pinghua chan 2025

Historical linguistics (i.e. using only common innovations),
e.g. Chan (2025):
15 features of {Z'& Pan-Yue , most of them innovations

(We will only talk about some of these; examples provided by me)

“JZ® Pan-Yue” includes the following out of LAC’s dialect
groups:

® Yue & (excluding PY& (a.k.a. 7L.E))
&M Danzhou / Daaml Zaul & 78 M&i / Maai4 of Hainan
S Pinghua
Parts of N Pinghua (W/S of ##k & most of /1)
Parts of N Guangdong Patois & ]t 15% (around ZL|)
“Mixed areas”: e.g. HLE ~ H{L

Chan, Kwingiem BRiFBE. 2025. (2B ERRES R~ 72 &5 1 PR IAEEREEE. Paper presented at Forum on
Languages in South China (FoLiSC)-5. https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/2037678751337722052,
https://www.bilibili.com/video/BViycebzmEcK/?vd_source=921d60258b6f28b75a778221169178bd


https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/2037678751337722052
https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1yce5zmEcK/?vd_source=921d60258b6f28b75a778221169178bd
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Yue-Pinghua chan 2025

Kwingiem ChaniZ BEB2ELE——/\E 2025508 H015%hR

b 3 AN AR
- -
-

#1F @Kwingiem{s

https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/685087866


https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/685087866
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https://zhuanlan.zhihu.com/p/30911789139
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Yue-Pinghua chan 2025

1) NE—EH=FHF rE ML EP A EiuVELDL)
HEHE TR ES E S Z a8 EFHNETTEAASR o © [...]
FILEA e B o B w Y] BRZ o

Basically: i/u splitting & lowering, e.g. -iC > -jaC (> -2C)

1] i 5 + &
MC kuw® kjuw® din® dzipP kim?
BB kiwy kiwy ts"in | sip] kim4
R kjaw1 kiw1 tehinl ¢ipd kimA
=i kew1 kiw1 ts"ind sipd kim-
I kow] kjew] sonJ sip1 kim4
Sn-Viet | <cdu> <cltu> <trdn> <thap> | <kim>
&N kaw kow son] top1 kom
Canto. kew kew ts"en sep4 kem1
(208 kewd kjewd ts"en sep] kjemA
M | kewd kawA tfend fepA kem)
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Yue-Pinghua chan 2025

2) SMEGTERE S [.] JTE A i y Fu FUERR o
[Basically, e.g. -jeC > -iC, -woC > -uC, -wjeC > -wiC (> i/u/yC)]

5 ] /¢ Es e
MC tew® tgjem? nwjen® jep® pwan®
IR tjaw4 tsam pjond pjap]1 pan)
IR njew’ tejem nyend jepd pond
=i njawd tsjam japd pUonA
N njew] tejemd [zwan1] zjepl Hon

Sn-Viet | <diéu> <chiém> <nhuyén> <diép> <ban>

fEINE (nel) teim1 [3un]] zip] Bon

Canto. niw4 tsim|1 jyni jipd puni
(20N niwy tsimA jind j/hipl pun/

RS niw/ tfim\ win/ hip4 pun]
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Yue-Pinghua chan 2025

6) FAEEORTE — 8B ARG IX o [Before the merger of MC ff jo &
ju, there is a layer of MC [& ju merger into MC 5 u]

(you expect Canto. yu/eoi, but some words are pronounced u/ou)

At the time of YJ#H (601 &)
Standard N Chinese (middle Yellow) f& jo = & ju
Standard S Chinese (lower Yangtze) fi jo = & ju
#& MC pjo°: Sn-Viet <ci&>, @M /kw’/, Sn-Kor 7} /ka/
£ MC pju®: Sn-Viet <ct>, #IM /kud/, Sn-Kor 7 /ku/
Canto. & = fi] = geoi3 (perhaps true of all Pan Yue dialects)
Nonetheless, typically Pan Yue dialects have a few characters which
have kept this distinction, with MC /& ju pronounced like MC % u.

MC (Canto. norm) Canto.

| zjoh yu/eoi ceoi4
[Zi] 78 | sju® yu/eoi seoil
(/7] %& | sju® soul

su? u/ou soul

=
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Yue-Pinghua chan 2025

Some more examples in Canto. (other Pan Yue dialects are similar)

MC Canto. norm  Canto.
4] % | sju? yu/eoi soul
¥ | fjuC yu/eoi wub6

CEX | tshjul yu/eoi ceoi2
Hg2 | tshjuP yu/eoi cou2
o | dzjut 0 col
# | dzjet o co4

B | sjubc o sou2/3

See more e.g. Kwok Z (2004) on Yue, Chiang {I. (2014) on
Sino-Vietnamese

Kwok, Bit-Chee Zl6.2. 2004. {EHSCWEE M5 &85 5 EREGTLHYT 5 A% Evidence for an Ancient Jiangdong
layer in the Yue dialects as revealed in “special words” of the Yu and Zhi Rhymes. Language and Linguistics &5
FHREES) 5(3). 583-614

Chiang, Chia-lu 7L, 2014. A sl %5 & fUH 73 B 52 g IR Discussion on the phonological strata of
Sino-Vietnamese as reflected in the distinction between rhymes Yu (f2) and Yu (). Language and Linguistics 3&
SEESEE) 15(5). 613-634.
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[We will talk about these later in §3.3:]

14) BiRBOE EEA - BIEGARME > 8 EREZE -
BERBITEB IR REAZ M GEERED -

(B B 7 BEER

[[Proto-Yue:] Tones are basically ABCD, tones not yet split into
Upper and Lower, [morphemes in tone] Lower B has not shifted to C:
there is a contrast of long vs. short vowels or split into L vs. S tone D
(phonological characteristics). (or there exist traces thereof)]

15) REMEH EER G g o JERRBMUS A K& IR 5
[Using many words emblematic to Yue, after excluding modern loans
[from Modern Written Chinese] there are still many words of
non-Sinitic origin
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