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Preliminary matters
)

Preliminary matters

® Lecturer: Dr. Hilario de Sousa
(any animate pronoun; first-name basis is OK
“Hilario” can be pronounced in various languages /niauws/
/hi'lezres/ /i'lariu/ /ilasjo/ /Gi'larijor/ /hi'lamio/ etc.
or k1Y soul saa4 in Cantonese)

¢ Example sentences may include EXPLETIVES

¢ If Traditional and Simplified characters are displayed side
by side, they are displayed as # [f&], e.g.
7% [#2] sungl ‘loose’, #A [¥A] cung4 ‘pine’
2 /# [H] leoi5 ‘inside’, B [H] lei5 ‘neighbourhood’
¢ Slides can be downloaded from my website
https://hilario.bambooradical.com
check for the latest version before each lecture


https://hilario.bambooradical.com
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Pearl River Basin/Region
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Figure 1: Pearl River Basin

Based on https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_River#/media/File:Zhujiangrivermap.png


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_River#/media/File:Zhujiangrivermap.png

Figure 2: Some watersheds in East Asia

Based on
https://decolonialatlas.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/world-watersheds-blank.png


https://decolonialatlas.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/world-watersheds-blank.png
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Preliminary matters Pearl Region

Sinitic languages / dialects

{55775 hanyti fangyén / hon3 jyu5 fongl jin4:
“Sinitic languages” / “Chinese dialects”

(/% partially overlaps with “dialect”
Ji& ! regional speech variety (language or dialect)
Mair (1991): “topolect” as translation of 775
mutual intelligibility not taken into account
77 & usually used in opposition to a standard speech variety

Mair, Victor H. 1991. What Is a Chinese “Dialect/Topolect”? Reflections on Some Key Sino-English Linguistic
Terms. Sino-Platonic Papers 29. 1-31.
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Sinitic languages / dialects

_ IR E? B W)
A: How many dialects can you guys speak? B Mandarin and Cantonese.
\ EERRHEM! i C: EER—TES.
A Mandarin is not a dialect la hello. Mandarin is a language.
D: CERRHEN?

C: HEER—TES.

Mandarin is not a dialect? Mandarin is a language.

Figure 3: language/dialect as direct translation of 155 /77 5
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Malaysian English from YouTube video

NOODOUZU/RYF#iT1E! Guess The Phrases in Toishanese/Taishanese/Sinneng
https://youtu.be/cmR53pHTLII


https://youtu.be/cmR53pHTLJI
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Preliminary matters

Introduction — Sinitic languages

5B 775 hanyt fangyéan / hon3 jyu5 fongl jin4:
“Sinitic languages” / “Chinese dialects”

7% overlaps with “dialect”

dialect: speech variety of a location
language: collection of “mutually intelligible” dialects
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\
Die Glederung der mitteleuropaischen Mundarten germanischer Abkunft (Stand: 1900)

Figure 4: “German dialects” in 1900
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Sinitic languages / dialects

Sinitic languages purely linguistic term.

0Old Chinese and its descendants

OId Chinese, e.g.:
Oracle Bone Inscriptions 18X (13%-11"" C BCE)
4 Books 5 Classics PUZ 7148 (before 2"4 C BCE)

“Chinese”:
¢ Country of China
¢ Chinese dynasties / regimes
e {% Han (J& Tang Tong4 / % Hud Waa4) ethnicity
® etc.
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Sinitic languages / dialects
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China is my homeland

https://maps.app.goo.gl/HgcvvvQHWow74yoS8 https://maps.app.goo.gl/t6xCvmbhJf9ubpES9
https://youtu.be/sYIW2rOnfss?si=WeQO8HoCLWOrIX17&t=132


https://maps.app.goo.gl/HgcvvvQHWow74yoS8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/t6xCvmbhJf9ubpES9
https://youtu.be/sYIW2rOnfss?si=WeQ08HoCLWOrIXl7&t=132
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Sinitic languages / dialects

1. “Chinese dialects”/“Chinese languages” can be interpreted
as “dialects/languages of China” (which can be Sinitic or
non-Sinitic)

2. Communities of native speakers of Sinitic languages can
identify with all, some, or none of the non-linguistic senses
of “Chinese”, e.g. Sdn Diu LI|% of Vietnam identifies with
none




Using only Using any
shared surface
innovations feature

«——dialectologists—

e.g. e.g.
historical typologists
linguists (usually)

Figure 5: Some approaches to language/dialect classification
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Sinitic languages

Figure 6: RGB-Multidimensional Scaling map of Southeastern Sinitic

Huang, He & Grieve, Jack & Jiao, Lei & Cai, Zhuo. 2024. Geographic structure of Chinese dialects: a computational
dialectometric approach. Linguistics 62(4). 937-976. https://doi.org/10.1515/1ing-2021-0138
Based on data from the Linguistic Atlas of Chinese Dialects {Xi% /7 = #l [5 %


https://doi.org/10.1515/ling-2021-0138
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Figure 7: Some Sinitic dialect continua

Base map from Huang et al. (2024), based on 510 features in the LACD

Classification of Sinitic lang
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Sinitic languages

Figure 8: Dialect groups in Yuan = ¥¥’s classification Phonology based

Huang, He & Grieve, Jack & Jiao, Lei & Cai, Zhuo. 2024. Geographic structure of Chinese dialects: a computational
dialectometric approach. Linguistics 62(4). 937-976. https://doi.org/10.1515/1ing-2021-0138

Yuan, Jidhua #% . 1960. Hanyii Fangyan Gaiyao (X677 &5 B2, Beijing: X7 HARAE.


https://doi.org/10.1515/ling-2021-0138
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Sinitic languages

Figure 9: Dial. groups in Wurm & Li Z5%¥’s classification Phonology based

Huang, He & Grieve, Jack & Jiao, Lei & Cai, Zhuo. 2024. Geographic structure of Chinese dialects: a computational
dialectometric approach. Linguistics 62(4). 937-976. https://doi.org/10.1515/1ing-2021-0138
Wurm, S.A. & Li, Rong (eds.). 1987. Language Atlas of China. 1st edn. Hong Kong: Longman Group (Far East) Ltd.


https://doi.org/10.1515/ling-2021-0138
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Figure 10: Southern Sinitic dialect
groups

® (+ smaller unclassified groups)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinitic_languages#/media/File:Map_of_sinitic_languages_full-en.svg
Based on 1% ed. of the Language Atlas of China [Ei% &[54


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinitic_languages#/media/File:Map_of_sinitic_languages_full-en.svg
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