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Perception verbs

Cantonese | Activity Experience Copulative
(active perception; durative) | (achievement of perception; accomplishment) | (passive perception)

hearing i teng 1 4% teng1-dou2
(arch.: FEH, tengl gin3)

smell [ man4 8113 man4-dou2
Old WG <1: ’ ¢ ’ 13 . )

. i “listen 4] ‘hear’ — ‘knowledge/info
Chinese
Most [?] — [ ‘smell’
modern s
Sinitic - listen

languages




Perception verbs

Cantonese | Activity Experience Copulative
active perception; durative achievement of perception; accomplishment assive perception
percep percep p p percep
sight B tai2 545 gin3-dou2 [...]
2 mong6 (arch.: [lf/ZE] H, [tai2/mong6] gin3)
hearing i teng 1 {5 teng1-dou2 [...]
(arch.: FEH, tengl gin3)
touch P tim3 P13 tim3-dou2 [...]
FE mo?2 FE{E] mo2-dou2
taste ik si3 ‘try’ 15 sik6-ceotl (eat-achieve) AHIK jau5 meib
smell [ man4 i {3 man4-dou2 T EELUS jaus mei6
Table 4. Vietnamese * LIVIQIIUQIIIIJ \VIU\.—IS -l 84)
Activity  Experience Copulative Activity  Experience Copulative
sight xem xem thay trong sight Kan kin-jian you yangzi
look perceive I .
. - . . ook-perceive have appearance
hearing nghe nghe thay co giong hearing ting ting-dao paraphrase
. listen perceive have voice listen—reach
touch s0 cdm thiy . touch mé gin-siic—diio o
t(iuCh fefl perceive . feel-think-reach
taste nem ?em thdy ;0 Vi N taste chang chiang-dao you weidao
2. as’y‘a pe:celvc ‘:;we tas:t_e (N) taste-reach have taste (N)
smell ngui ngui thay co mui smell wén wén—dio you wer
smell perceive have smell (N) smell-reach have smell




Abstract smell terms

rough translations

hoengl fragrant

cau3 stinky

no2 unknown overheating smell
jyunl 1. strong rotting stink;

2. strongly unpleasant BO
sukl 1. sour smell of non-dry food
going off slightly;

2. sweaty BO
ngaat3 urine/ ammonia smell
jik1 expired oil/fat smell
hong2 old dry grain/wood smell
soul 1. goat/ strong dairy smell
2. not too unpleasant BO
sengl 1. fishy smell;
2. metalic/blood smell
ngapl damp/ not dried in time smell
cingl/ light flowery fragrance

cinglhoengl




Experiments on Cantonese speakers in Macau

in March 2014

(Pilot studies conducted in Hong Kong)
(Cantonese in urban Macau and Hong Kong are minimally different)

Guangdong




Participants

Native speakers of Cantonese in Macau
— fluent in Cantonese before puberty

— lived in Macau most of their lives (including most of their
teenage years)

n female (F) | male (M)
junior (J) 6 6
senior (S) 6 7

average age | female (F) | male (M)
junior (J) 24.28 25.01 24.65
senior (S) 56.35 60.18 58







Four tasks in Macau

Free listing task
Exemplar listing and semantic judgement task

Sniffin” Sticks naming task

Munsell colour chips naming task



Free listing task

* Body parts
* Shapes
* Colours

e Odours



rough translations junior senior

(nungl) visible/known burnt (smell) 3 4
no3 unknown overheating smell 1 1
jyunil 1. strong rotting stink; 0 1
2. strongly unpleasant BO
suk1 1. sour smell of non-dry food 3 1
going off slightly;
2. sweaty BO
ngaat3 urine/ ammonia smell 2 2
jik1 expired oil/fat smell 0 1
hong?2 old dry grain/wood smell 0 2
soul 1. goat/ strong dairy smell 1 0
2. not too unpleasant BO
sengl 1. fishy smell; 5 3
2. metalic/blood smell
ngapl damp/ not dried in time smell 4 1
cingl/ light flowery fragrance 0 4

cinglhoengl




Free-listing Odours

* Junior: average 18.25 responses
* Senior: average 19.08 responses



responses N % gloss

cau3 7 58.33 stinky, stink

hoengl 6 50 fragrant, fragrance

syunl 6 50 sour

faalhoengl 4 33.33 flower fragrance

ngapl 4 33.33 not dried in time smell
fishy smell, metalic

sengl 4 33.33 smell

tim4 4 33.33 sweet

hoenglseoi2 3 25 perfume

hoi2seoi2 3 25 sea water

lingdmungl 3 25 lemon

nungl 3 25 visible burnt

Junior
group

11

odour
terms
given by

3 or more
(>20%)
participants



responses N % gloss
cau3 11 84.62  stinky, stink
hoeng1l 10 76.92 fragrant, fragrance
laat6 6 46.15 piquance
hoenglziul 5 38.46 Dbanana
syunl 5 38.46 sour
tim4 5 38.46 sweet

light flowery
cinglhoengl 4 30.77 fragrance
fu2 4 30.77 Dbitter
ping4gwo?2 4 30.77 apple
bollo4 3 23.08 pineapple
faalhoengl 3 23.08 flower fragrance
hoenglseoi2 3 23.08 sea water
laudlin4 3 23.08 durian
lingdmungl 3 23.08 lemon
muid4gwai3faal3 23.08 rose flower
naaib5 3 23.08 milk
nungl 3 23.08 visible burnt

fishy smell, metalic
sengl 3 23.08 gmell

Senior
group

18
odour
terms

given by

3 or more
(>20%)
participants



Body parts

Shapes

Colours

Odours

junior
average n
response

32.08

12.53

20.92

18.25

senior
average n
response

22.08

14.08
(10.58)"

18.54

19.08

junior
terms given by
>20% of part.

46

13

15

11

senior
terms given by
>20% of part.

28

12

18

" Excluding one outlier.




Exemplar listing and semantic
judgement task

10 ‘possible’” odour terms:
* do they use them to describe odour
* give exemplars

e (explain)

(nungl)
no3
jyunl
sukl
ngaat3
jik1
hong2
soul
sengl
ngapl
cingl/
cinglhoengl



senior

junior
rough translations % use % gv exmpl % use % gv exmpl
(nungl) visible/known burnt (smell) 100 100 100 100
no3 unknown overheating smell83.33 83.33 100 100
: 1. strong rotting stink;
! 16.67 : .67
Jyunt 2. strongly unpleasant BO 6.67 50 >8.33  66.6
1. sour smell of non-dry
sukl food going off slightly; 91.67 100 100 100
2. sweaty BO
ngaat3 urine/ ammonia smell 83.33 91.67 100 100
jik1 expired oil/fat smell 25 50 100 100
hong?2 old dry grain/wood smell O 0 83.33 91.67
1. goat/ strong dairy smell
soul 2. not too unpleasant BO 83.33 91.67 91.67 91.67
1. fishy smell;
sengl 2. metalic/blood smell 100 100 100 100
ngap1 damp/ not dried intime ;5 g3 33 91.67 100
smell
cingl/ light fl f 1.67 91.67 1.67 1
cingLhoeng1 ight flowery fragrance 91.67 91.6 91.6 00
68.18 76.52 92.42 95



junior senior
response Ngloss response N gloss
nungl je5sik6 2 food siulziul 5 burn-burnt
siulziul 2 burn-burnt boul nungl faané 3 cook burnt rice
MORE INTS no3 3 more instense than no3
boul nungl zukil 2 cook burnt congee
no3 boul gonl seoi2 2 cook dry water din6hei3 dyun2lou6 3 electric-appliace short-circuit
din6hei3 2 electric-appliance din6zai3 2 electric-switch
gaaul 2 plastic
siulzoek6 gaaul 2 burn-achieve plastic
jyunl cau3 3 stink cau3 3 stink
fublaan6 2 decompose
hon6 2 sweat
LESS PLSN suk1 2 less pleasant than sukl
sei2lou2syu2 2 dead mouse
syunl 2 sour
sukl hon6 4 sweat hon6 6 sweat
sikbmat6 4 food syunl 5 sour
syunl 4 sour sung3 waaib 2 dish_food bad
bin3waai6 2 turn bad

cyudjyué

2 kitchen-waist



junior senior
response N gloss response N gloss
ngaat3 niu6 9 urine niué 7 urine
MORE INTS sukl 2 more intense than sukl siu2bin6 3 urine
aa3molnei4aa32 amonia
Ci3so2 2 toilet
gau2niub 2 dog urine
niu6jik6 2 urine
jik1 faalsangl 4 peanut jau4 4 oil
jau4 2 oil faalsangl 3 peanut
gwo2jan4 2 nut
hap6tou4 2 walnut
sikbmat6 2 food
hong2 (none) bin3 2 change
gonl 2 dry
gonlcou?2 2 dry
gonlhon?2 2 dry
mai5 2 dried _rice
mai5 noi6 2 rice long_time
soul joeng4juk6 10 goat/sheep meat joeng4juk6 10 goat/sheep meat
bi4bil 2 baby ngau4juk6 beef
joeng4 2 goat/sheep joeng4 goat/sheep
ngau4juk6 2 beaf bi4bil baby

joeng4naaib
naaib

N NN W PH

goat/sheep milk
milk



junior senior
response N gloss response N gloss
sengl jyu2 11 fish jyu2 13 fish
hyut3 7 blood hyut3 4 blood
hoi2sinl 5 seafood cou2cengl 2 grass_fresh
hoi2sinl 2 seafood
ngapl ciudsapl 3 humid ciudsapl 8 humid
N tunglfungl 2 not flow-air faat3 mui4 3 grow mould
saaml 2 clothes saaml N gonl 3 clothes not dry
sapl 2 wet moul 2 mould
saaml 2 clothes
c!ngl/ 5 flower faal 8 flower
cinglhoengl
caad 2 tea N nung4 4 not concentrated/intense
hoenglseoi2 2 perfume syulfuké 4 comfortable
mut6lei2 2 jasmin hoenglseoi2 3 perfume
N nung4 2 notintense jaulngaab 2 elegant
sikbmat6 2 food N nung4lit6 2 not concentrated/intense



Sniffin” Sticks naming task

participants asked to describe the odour of 38
Sniffin” Sticks



Sniffin” Sticks naming task: Junior

S: 60.3%
E: 1.82% s
A:24.2% “E

* AS FS: 8.98%
* AS0:3.13%
* AT:5.47%

* Ao: 6.64%
NEG N: 0.26%
NEG Y: 13.4%

B A smell other

A taste

A other

NEG N

B NEGY




Sniffin” Sticks naming task: Senior

S:50.4%

E: 1.56% o

A: % mE

e ASFS:6.78% = A smell FS

B A smell other

* AS0:2.22%

. AT: 4.67% o
e AC:0.11% A other
e Ao:11.6% ™ NEG N
NEG N: 0.44% NEG Y

NEGY: 22.2%



Sniffin” Sticks naming task

Abstract smell responses:
e use of other abstract smell terms infrequent:

— most Sniffin’ Sticks were of hoeng1 ‘fragrant’-type,
and most abstract smell terms describe
unpleasant smells



Simpson’s diversity index
Odour:

Junior 0.0675

Senior 0.0636

(Colour:
Junior 0.662
Senior 0.647)

[Statistics by Asifa Majid]



Summary

Cantonese verb ‘smell’ < Old Chinese ‘hear’
Cantonese noun ‘smell’ < Old Chinese ‘taste’

Abstract smell terms in Cantonese:
* Mostly for malodours

* Knowledge of them is poor amongst younger
speakers



