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Sinitic Languages (“Chinese Dialects”) 

Yue (e.g. Cantonese) 
粵語 

(Lang atlas of China 1986) 

Pinghua 
平話 

Nanning 
南寧 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SW Mandarin 
西南官話 



Non-Sinitic languages 

Kra-Dai languages 
(e.g. Nth/Sth Zhuang) 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Nanning 
南寧  *(Kra‐Dai: the family  

formerly known as Tai‐Kadai)  



Northern Zhuang 
(indigenous) 

Southern Zhuang 
(indigenous) 

In 南寧 Nanning, schematically: 

Pinghua 
(≈1000 years) 

Yong River 
邕江 

Cantonese 
(≈150 years) 
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亭子 Tíngzǐ/ tɪŋ11tʃi33 

心墟 Xīnxū/ θɐm53hәɯ53 

上堯 Shàngyǎo/ ɬɐŋ2hiu11 

石埠 Shíbù/ ʃәt2pәu2 
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In this talk: 
Ditransitive constructions 
One clause with: 
•  agent argument [A]; 
•  theme argument [T]; 
•  recipient-like argument [R] (includes goal/source). 
(functional definition: e.g. Malchukov, Haspelmath & Comrie 2010) 
 e.g.  double object construction (a.c.k.a. ‘ditransitive’ in Eng. ling.): 

   I gave  you  a mountain goat 
   A  R  T 

   dative construction: 
    I gave  a mountain goat to  you 
    A  T     R  
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The use of ‘give’ in the following constructions: 
•  benefective/ malefective; 
•  causative; and 
•  agented passive. 
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Nanning Pinghua ‘give’ 

hɐi25 (usually written as 系) 
(other Nanning accents e.g. həɯ25, hɐi55)

Zhuang loan, or at least Zhuang-in%uenced:
Northern Zhuang hawj /haɯ55/ ‘give’

(Proto-Tai haɰC ‘give’)
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Nanning Pinghua  
Double Object Construction 
VERB R T   {GIVE PERSON THING}  
(like Mandarin) 
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Northern Zhuang  
Double Object Construction 
VERB R T   {GIVE PERSON THING}  
(like Mandarin, and Pinghua) 
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However, with shorter noun phrases, the so called 
“Cantonese order” is also possible: 

VERB T R, e.g. {GIVE THING PERSON} 
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Nanning Cantonese ‘give’ 

pi35 畀 (Standard Cantonese pei35) ~
kɐi55 给 (< Old Nanning Mandarin kɐi55 给)

14 



Nanning Cantonese  
Double Object Construction 
Give‐type ditransikve verbs: 
VERB T R   {GIVE THING PERSON} 
(same as Standard Cantonese) 
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Non‐Give‐type ditransikve verbs: 
VERB R T, e.g. {VERB PERSON THING} 
(like Mandarin; same as Standard Cantonese)  
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Nanning Pinghua  
Dative Construction 
(more commonly used than double OBJ construcIon for physical transfer) 

VERB T DAT R    {GIVE THING ‘to’ PERSON}  
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Dative construction also very common in 
Nanning Cantonese and Northern Zhuang, 
especially when object noun phrases are 
longer.  
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Summary 
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(Nth) Zhuang Nng Pinghua Nng Cantonese Stnd Cantonese 
Ditransitive constructions 

V R T 
(V T R) 

V R T Give T R 
Non-give R T 

Give T R 
Non-give R T 

Give = DAT Verb T DAT R Verb T DAT R Verb T DAT R Verb T DAT R 

(rarer construcIons) 



Nanning Pinghua Benefective/ 
Malefective Constructions 
VERB ___ BEN/MAL R    

BEN? 
MAL: 
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Nanning Cantonese Benefective/ 
Malefective Constructions 
VERB ___ BEN/MAL R    
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Southern Zhuang Benefective/ 
Malefective Constructions 
VERB ___ BEN/MAL R    
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(Thai is similar, except that the maleficiary 
cannot be overt.) 
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Nanning Pinghua ‘give’ Passive 
and Causative Constructions 
PASS AGENT VERB (___) 
CAUS CAUSEE VERB (___)  
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Summary 
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(Nth) Zhuang Nng Pinghua Nng Cantonese Stnd Cantonese 
Ditransitive constructions 

V R T 
(V T R) 

V R T Give T R 
Non-give R T 

Give T R 
Non-give R T 

Give = DAT Verb T DAT R Verb T DAT R Verb T DAT R Verb T DAT R 

Some other uses of ‘give’ 
Give = BEN  Verb __ BEN R ? Verb __ BEN R (V __ BEN R) 
Give = MAL Verb __ MAL R Verb __ MAL R Verb __ MAL R 
Give = CAUS ? CAUS C Verb __ CAUS C Verb __ CAUS C Verb __ 
Give = PASS (CAUS C Verb __) (CAUS C Verb __) CAUS C Verb __ 

(rarer construcIons) 
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Nanning Pinghua  
Object Marking Construction 
OM T VERB R   {OM THING GIVE PERSON}  
(much less commonly used than Mandarin:) 

 pa33 把 (c.f. Mandarin bǎ 把) 
 tʃɛŋ53 将 (c.f. Cantonese zoeng1将)  

Many Pinghua dialects are 
said to not have object 
marking construckons, e.g. 
(Liang & Li 2009) 
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Nanning Pinghua ‘take’ 
Serial Verb Construction 
take T give R   {TAKE THING GIVE PERSON}  
(both ‘take’ and ‘give’ are ungrammaticalised) 
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Grammaticalised object marking 
constructions also do not exist in Nanning 
Cantonese (Li and Qin 2008) and Northern 
Zhuang; ‘take’ serial verb constructions 
are often used.   
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