=

The Southern Sinitic languages ét te ége

of Mainland Southeast Asia
LECOLE

ZHAUTES i | EwopeanResearcnconat  H |30 de Sousa EHESS — ERC SINOTYPE project
EQTU DESLZu r Supporting top researchers hilario.de-sousa@ehess.fr  hilario@bambooradical.com
Terieatoes: from anywhere in the world

S6 CES 'Z‘..'-"..'.f.'.-..' L ~ ~
3@% i MSEA Workshop MPI EVA — Samstag 01-12 7012



Older stages of Chinese
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Oracle bone script Book of Odes
14th-11thC BCE mostly 11th - 8th C BCE
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Sinitic languages

THE SINITIC LANGUAGES

(Ten main groups in the
Language Atlas of China;
Wirm and Li et. al 1988)

Wirm, S.A. et al (eds.). 1988. Language Atlas of
China. Hong Kong, Longman



Language Atlas of China
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Language Atlas of China Map A 2
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Language Atlas of China

ogical zones surrounding Sinitic
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Huangshui Mandarin (Xining area)
L W W o g T
dog meat [OBI]] eat PFT
‘The dog ate the meat.” (Dede 2007: 867)



Genetics

- Gan, Pan et al. 2008 dendogram clustering of Han Chinese
branches and other East Asian phyla (also see Wen et al. 2004):

A Dendogram of Y chromosome haplogroups B Dendogram of mtDNA haplogroups
Han-Wu = Daic
Han-Hui Hmong-Mien
Han-gan Han-Pinghua
I H.an-Jm Han-Yue -
—_ leeto—Burmf:m Han-Min
,—{: ::E:m?nndarm pro— { Han-Mandarin
Han-Wu
_C lan-Yue = Tibeto-Burman
Han-Xiang _
Han-Hakka . Han-Hui
Hmong-Mien Ean—fan
Austro-Asiatic an-Jin
Han-Pinghua (@ _{: Han-Xiang
Daic Altaic
Austronesian Austronesian
Altaic Austro-Asiatic

Note: ‘Han-Pinghua’ = Northern Pinghua



Austro-Asiatic
Sino-Tibetan

Kra-Dai (Tai-Kadai)
Austronesian
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Indo-European

Language Families
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Comrie (2008a) e.g.
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Comrie (2008a) e.g.
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Comrie 2008a: MSEA

* Having implosives; A number of left-headed traits:
* \elar nasal used as onsets; — Verb — Object order;
* No front rounded vowels; — Preposition -— NP order;

— Noun — Genitive order;
— Noun — Adjective order;
— Noun — Demonstrative order;

 Complex tone systems;
e Little affixation;

* Having plural words; — Noun — Numeral order;

* No distributive numerals; — Noun — Relative clause order;

« Obligatory use of numeral — Adjective — Degree word order;
classifiers; e ‘Topic’ predicative possession

 The perfect marker is construction (“possessor-TOPIC
synchronically a word meaning exist possessum);
‘finish’; e Verbal encoding for predicative

adjectives; and
e Different markings for nominal
and locative predication.



Map Feature Thai Khmer Vietnamese | Indonesian  (EKayahLi) Burmese (Hmong Nj) (Mien) (Cantonese) (Hakka) Mandarin
TA C No Implosives Implosives | No No No No No No No No
9A Initial No initial ~ Initial Initial Initial Initial No initial (Initial) Initial (Initial) No initial
11A yoo None None None None None None None None ly o/ None ly/
13A° Tone Complex No Complex No Complex Complex  Complex Complex Complex Complex Complex
26A ;fgcmmorph Little af-  Little af-  Little af- | Strong suf- Little af-  Strongsuf- Littleaf-  Littleaf-  Littleaf-  (Littleaf-)  Strong suf-
33A  Noml Pl. ? PL. word Pl. word Plural redup No plural Pl word (No plural)  No plural No plural (No plural) Plural suf-
54A  Distrib. Num | No ? No No ? suffix ? ? No No No
55A  Num. CIf Obligatory Optional Obligatory | Optional Obligatory Obligatory (Obligatory) (Obligatory) Obligatory (Obligatory) Obligatory
68A  Perfect ‘Finish’ ‘Finish’ Other ‘Finish’ (‘Finish’)  “Finish’ No perfect (Other) Other (Other) Other
83A Obj & Verb |VO VO VO VO VO ()Y VO VO VO VO VO
85A  Adpos & NP | Prepos Prepos Prepos Prepos No dom. Postpos Prepos No Adpos No dom. (No dom. No dom.
P pos. pos-. pos. pos- order Pos. pos- POS- order order) order
86A Gen & N N-Gen N-Gen N-Gen N-Gen Gen-N Gen-N Gen-N Gen-N Gen-N (Gen-N) Gen-N
87A  Adj &N N-Adj N-Adj N-Adj N-Adj N-Adj N-Adj N-Adj N-Adj Adj-N (Adj-N) Adj-N
88A Dem & N N-Dem N-Dem N-Dem N-Dem N-Dem Dem-N N-Dem Dem-N Dem-N Dem-N Dem-N
89A Num & N N-Num N-Num Num-N Num-N N-Num N-Num Num-N Num-N Num-N Num-N Num-N
90A Rel &N N-Rel N-Rel N-Rel N-Rel (Rel—N)1 Rel-N N-Rel (Rel-N) Rel-N Rel-N Rel-N
91A Deg& Adj |Adj-Deg  Adj-Deg  (Deg-Adj) |Dem-Adj (Adj-Deg) Deg-Adj  Adj-Deg  Adj-Deg  Deg-Adj ?r‘(’iiom' Deg-Adj
117A gz::::tig; Topic Topic Topic Topic (Topic) Locational  (Topic) (Topic) (Topic) (Topic) Topic
Predicative
118A Adjectives Verbal Verbal Verbal Verbal (Verbal) Verbal (Verbal) Verbal (Verbal) (Verbal) Verbal
119A Egﬁr?id Different  Different  Different | Different  (Different) Different (Different) Different  (Different) (Different)  Different
Total +: 18 16 17 13 (14) 10 (13) 1n ® 10) 7
Table 1 Some typological features in Sinitic and MSEA languages (based on Comrie 2008a; added

information are put in parentheses)



