The main negators

e.g. in YWiE 5 S /& 5184 the Grammar volume of the Linguistic Atlas of Chinese
Dialects, there is one map for each of the environments:

(Mandarin)
map 028 HEX A& &
mingtian wo bu qu
tomorrow 1SG NEG go (non-perfective: “f~ bii)

map 029 HEPN & =&
zuotian  wo  méiyou qu
yesterday 1SG NEG go (perfective: J& (55) méi (you))

map 030 it &H %
ta  meiyou haizi
3sG NEG:exist child (existence: )& () méi (vou))

Standard Cantonese
1. f=H w E L
tingljat6 ngo5 m4  heoi3
tomorrow 1SG NEG go  (non-perfective: IE m4)

2. ZEH o I xE-
kamdjat6 ngo5 moud heoi3
yesterday 1SG NEG go (perfective: 77 mou5)

3. B O fFx-

keoi5 moul zaiZneoil
3sG  NEG child (existence: 17 mou5, not *m4 jau5 or *mou5 jaus)



Nanning Cantonese
L = - S S
iy~ jet 179 mu " hy
tomorrow 1SG NEG go  (non-perfective: 17 mu33)

2.  EHH 1L £
PRI B 13 13, 33
em ‘met 5o mu__ hy
yesterday  1SG NEG go (perfective: 7ﬁnmﬁ)

. B @I A My -
k’fy” mu” jeu” ¥9i33men551f9i25

3sG  NEG exist child  (existence: 77 mu’ + exist)

Nanning Pinghua
4. HH 14 £
23 3 3 .28
mon pet” na” mi__ hai

tomorrow 1SG NEG go  (non-perfective: 77 mi")

> Ezlzzl 23 @Z ﬂ = %
i pet lja nL hoi”
yesterday  1SG NEG go (perfective: 47 miB)

6. E 1L A/ Ay

13 1 55" 53003
kai mi” Jou 7 tei” men tlai

3G NEG exist child (existence: /7 mi" '+ exist)



Northern Zhuang

1. Gou mbouj bae, mwngz gag bae lo.
ISsG NEG go 2sG only go HOR

‘I’m not going; you go by yourself.” (CGYSD 2005: 803)

2. Gag mwngz mbouj daeuj.
only 2sG NEG come
‘Only you did not come.” (We1 & Qin 2006: 190)

3. Gou miz haujlai saw, mwngz mbouj miz saek bonj.
IsG exist many book 2SG NEG exist few cCL
‘I have a lot of books; you don’t have any at all.” (CGYSD 2005: 819)




1.%%5‘5%@

zf kem’™ mey” tok’
till now notyet get

arrive hand

‘Till now [I still] have not got them.” (55 menl ‘not yet’) (SS)

Mandarin, on the other hand, does not have a ‘not yet’ negator, and relies on adverbials like 3

hai ‘still’.

Standard Mandarin
2. i ®E 7, BPY o

ta  meiyou chi dongxi

3SG NEG:PFV eat thing
‘S/he did not eat.’

fll & ®’E I HEE-
ta  hdi méiyou chi dongxi
3sG still NEG:PFV eat thing
‘S/he has not eaten yet.’



Interrogative forming strategies

Neutral questions:

(R AER LG L o
nai” itk het fan® me”?
28SG LOC-place eat rice NEG:Q
‘Are you having meal [with us] here?’

2) & g 2 i I ?
22 g 53 23 25 22 7 53 ]I 25
fi° kanap” me i ka’pon’ me
be Ghana NEG:Q be Gabon NEG:Q
‘Is it Ghana? Is it Gabon?’ (G)

G o+ f £ mE 2
% I3 .22 531 25

mi”~ i ka " pon me
NEG be  Gabon NEG:Q

‘Is 1t not Gabon?’

@ o e W ()2
nai”> het'  fan® men'' (7)?
2SG eat rice not.yet Q
‘Have you had meal?’



Non-neutral questions:

() & 2 @ I ?
wen'' i thap”ka” a?
or be Tonga Q
‘Or 1s it Tonga?’ (G)

2 M A B R WY
tok  nai” et ko kvai”  a”? nai” pa”  ne”?
only 2SG one CL return Q 2SG father TOP
‘Only you came back? What about your father?’

3 M ) X @ I 2
nai' (m iB) hai” t”ay53ka53 a’?
2SG NEG go  Tonga Q

‘Are you (not) going to Tonga?’

4 .. ek S vy 1T ~?
... nei''ka”la’kd 2?7 o7t matatka iV ka7
be  Nicaragua Q or Madagascar Q

‘Is it Nicaragua? Or Madagascar?’ (Q)

5 A L K ”?
nai>  (mi) hai” tenka’’ps  ~?
2SG NEG go  Singapore Q
‘You are (not) going to Singapore?’



A-not-A questions (rarer):

() e 4 AT W (2 W We)?
ken™ tH”  haw”’ mi” hau” (A @/ ne”) ?
like DEM do good NEG good Q Q Q
‘Is it OK if T do 1t like this?’

Alternative questions:

2 W ® & SEE NS UiP S [ (7] WF/ We)?
nai> ey han®  tin’ti wen"'ti”? ey mon” (A @’/ ne”)?
2SG  want watch TV or ascend net Q Q Q
‘Do you want to watch television or go online?’

Content word questions:

3 M JLE o W (7 W5/ We)?
nai” koiti' kvai”  au”mun' (7 ) ne”)?
2SG when  return Macau Q Q Q
“When do you return to Macau?’



Question tags:

()  H EsE e T2
men' loktet’ 7 me”?
not.yet familiar be Q

‘[She] is not yet that familiar with [the other person], is it?” (G)

2 w4 A WL Hik £ 8,
hi'kem™  jou foikai” tfaf'tfip’ hai”  tai''wan™
now exist airplane direct go  Taiwan
T (A )2
i omi® W2 (A a ne”)?
be NEG be Q Q 0
‘There are now flights going Taiwan directly, isn’t it?’

3 W Y K N & % H,  EATWe?
nai” kay” hei” et man®” men” tfin'' hei” koi”, 1i”mi"ne'’?
2sG say give 1 10 CL money give 3SG be NEGQ
L R 1 J& o

i a! hit“nam"’ ten”.
be ! Vietnam Dong
“You said you will give him/her 10,000, is that so?’

“Yeah! Vietnamese Dong.’



Three-place constructions

(1) B %k — MW EE E Ny ™o
nam'' ka”  don” et tpf  tankau” hei” nai” ko
male MOD gift one CL  cake give female MOD

“The man offers a piece of cake to the woman.’

FN

2 f® % ) o # k.
nai” hei” et man” men™ tfin''  hei” pa®.
2sG give 1 10° CL  money give 1SG

“You give 10,000 to me.’
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3 W % F — NH X .
nai” hei” pa” et man” men” tfin".
2sG give 1sG 1 10" CL money
“You give me 10,000.

4 *fxooRx )1 U K .
*nai” hei” et man” men” tfin'' pa®.

2sG give 1 10 CL  money 1SG



and other uses of “give”
(1) iR K A *OE!

.13 55 . I3 13 25
nolr - mel JE na- wo !
2SG NEG;IMP provoke 1SG FP
T AT M O — B ®E K K

na® e hoi” tou” Kem” et pa’  tlen” hei” noil”.

ISG angry  then slap one CL  palm give 2SG
‘Do not provoke me. If I get angry I will slap you in the face once.’

2 #& O {7/ S A ¢
na”  kem nai” e pa” ten’
ISG slap 2SG one CL palm
‘I slap you in the face once.’

3 #H* R M O — B
pa”  hei” nai” kem” ef pa”  tfen’”
ISG give 2SG slap one CL  palm
‘I let you slap me in the face once.’

? ‘I was slapped by you in the face once.’



and passive

(1)

(2)

ox X4 B — .
na  hei” tot ma’ thot et kek’.
1SG give CL  horse kick one CL:leg
‘I was kicked by the horse once.’

? ‘I let the horse kick me once.’

o HOH S B .
na”  hei” (tpr ma) tot et kek’.
1SG PASS CL  horse kick one CL:leg
‘I was kicked (by the horse) once.’



Object preposing

construction (rare)
(n % A BRI

nam'' ka¥  loifat' tei”

male MOD hair:dresser

v M o SRS N (SR 4
tey® of ko” noi®i* ey’ ten' k" toul far®
OBJ one CL woman long long MOD head hair
7 O

tfin” liu” ef ket

cut PFV one CL:section

‘The male hair dresser cut a section of the woman’s long hair.’

2 - X A~ 9Tl
I?lj k355 naiB k955 ﬂa.‘ii’ tau53
one CL female MOD take knife
v — % @A A Lk R
pa” et tin' pai' ka”  tou'-pou’  ho'' mai”-pou”
OBJ one CL  fish MOD head-part and tail-part
1ZZ B N
it hai” liu”.
cut apart PFV
‘A woman cut the head and tail off a fish with a knife.’




Instrumental

) S UV 3 g
555 > P 122 e Uzz ne’
DEM CL  elephant TOP
2oLy W o= R o K
i pettfi”  ton” 7 ef tof tip?  tfer lei'.
INST nose carry:upward PFV one CL disk out come
‘The elephant took a disk out with its trunk.’

2 B g AE T
kai pa”  koi”  tfotf pettfi”
3SG INST 3SG CL nose
kO A A K WL oo m.
lei'' thep’ t5i” 57 i lou''tonkai” 15 lapa’.
for cover DUR DEM CL  gramophone CL  speaker
‘It covers the [opening for the] speaker of the gramophone with its trunk.’



