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• Example of Southern Pinghua phonology: 
▫ 堯頭/窯頭 Yáotóu, 南宁 Nánníng   ONSETS 

p
 t
 k
 kʷ

pʰ
 tʰ
 kʰ
 kʷʰ

m
 n
 ɲ
 ŋ


f

tʃ

tʃʰ


l
 j
 w

ɬ


(Most Yue and S. Pinghua dialects: /s/ ≠ /ɬ/; Yaotou Pinghua only 
has /ɬ/ and Standard Cantonese only has /s/ or /ʃ/.) 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• Example of Southern Pinghua phonology: 
▫ 堯頭/窯頭 Yáotóu, 南宁 Nánníng   RIMES 

(Standard Cantonese does not have /ə/, but it has /œ/ [œ/ɵ], /y/, and 
syllabic /m̩/ and /ŋ̍/.) 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• Example of Southern Pinghua phonology: 
▫ 堯頭/窯頭 Yáotóu, 南宁 Nánníng   TONES 

usually: 
25/ {h/Cʰ} 

23/ sonorant onset usually: 
loanwords, 
ideophones 

(Different from a few Pinghua dialects, all Yue dialects, and most Tai-Kadai 
languages where an entering tone/ tone D is split based on vowel length.)  
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• Some lexical  differences between Nanning 
Pinghua and Cantonese: 

Nanning Pinghua cf. Cantonese 

(Mandarin-like:) 
‘be’  是 ɬi22  係 hɐi22/ hai2 
‘eat’  喫 hət33  食 sɪk22/ sik6 
‘look’  看 han25  睇 tʰɐi25/ tai2 
‘nose’  鼻 pət22  鼻 pei22/ pei6 
completive  了 liu13  咗 tsɔ25/ zo2 
passive   捱 ŋai11   畀 pei25/ bei2 

(Tai-Kadai:) 
‘give’  許 hɐi25   畀 pei25/ bei2 
‘some’  色 ɬɐk3  幾 kei25/ kei2 
‘cold’   勻 jɐn53  凍 tʊŋ33/ tung3 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Differences with Cantonese 
Gender(-related) affixes: 

Nanning Pinghua Northern Zhuang Cantonese 

‘cock’ 公雞 
 kʊŋ53 kәi53     kai35 pau42/ 

gaeq baeux     

雞公 
kɐi55 kʊŋ55/ 
gai1 gung1  

‘hen’ 母雞 
  mu13 kәi53     kai35 me33/ 

gaeq meh   

雞乸 
kɐi55 na35/ 
gai1 naa2   

‘pre-ovulating 
hen/ pullet’ 

項雞 
haŋ22 kәi53 kai35 haːŋ33/ 

gaeq hangh  

雞項 
kɐi55 hɔŋ35/ 
gai1 hong2 
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(Noun markers are much less prevalent in 
Cantonese; Cantonese have a lot more 
monosyllabic nouns.) 
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Genetics 

• Wen et al. 2004 ‘admixture coefficient’: 
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Population 
Y Chromosome mtDNA 

MBE (±s.e.m) MRH MBE (±s.e.m) MRH 

Guangdong1 0.677 ± 0.121 0.669 0.149 ± 0.181 0.068 

Guangdong2 ND ND 0.298 ± 0.247 0.312 

Guangxi 0.543 ± 0.174 0.608 0.451 ± 0.263 0.249 

Southern  
Han Average 0.819 0.819 0.560 0.500 

(M = proportion of northern Han contribution) 



• Gan, Pan et al. 2008 dendogram clustering of Han 
Chinese branches and other East Asian phyla: 
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Note: ‘Han-Pinghua’ = Northern Pinghua 



Conclusions 

• Southern Pinghua is in contact with Zhuang, Yue 
(Cantonese) and SW Mandarin; 

• (My hypothesis:) Pinghua represents a mix of 
Western Yue and an earlier stage of Northern 
Chinese; 

• Due to social restrictions, (‘Core’) Southern 
Pinghua has largely retained Northern Chinese-
like syntactic patterns, and resisted assimilation 
by Zhuang (in comparison with Cantonese).  
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Similarities with Cantonese 
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Demonstratives 
 個 (k)ə55


 二 ɲi22 CONTRASTIVE DISTAL (rarely used)

 must be followed by a classifier


 Even when 個 kə55 is not overtly used, the distal 二 ɲi22 
still convey a sense of contrast.    
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Demonstratives 
• 耿 kɐŋ33 ‘like this/ like that’ or ‘so’: 


33 



Classifiers 
 Most common: 隻 tʃət3 

 個 kə55, 間 kan53, 件 kin22, 張 tʃɛŋ53, 條 tiu11, 本 pɔn33, 督 
tʊk2, 封 fʊŋ53, 兜 tɐu53, 把 pa55, 轆 lʊk5, 支 ?, 塊 wai55… 

 回 wəi11, 次 tʃʰi25, 場 tʃɛŋ11, 斤 kɐn53, 瓶 pən11, 碗 un33, 班 
pan53, 對 tɔi55...  
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Classifiers 
• Mass classifier: 的 tɪk5  
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Personal pronouns 
•   
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