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Southern Pinghua: 3£ 58/

<

BEYaotou, ET Nanning

*Level *Rising  *Departing *Entering
op—
voiceless 59 33 55 /95 3
onset (5)
*voiced
11 13 22 23/2
onset




Some lexical differences between Southern
Pinghua and Cantonese

Nanning Pinghua

cf. Cantonese

‘look’
‘nose’
completive
passive

‘give’
“find’
‘cold’

(Mandarin-like:)
& 4i%?

B2 hot33

& han?

£ pot?2

7 liu®

¥E nait
(Tai-Kadai:)

T hei?s

B lei®

? jens3

1% hei?2/ hai2
& s1k??/ sik6
B thei25/ tai2
£ pei??/ peib
I ts025/ z02
& pei?d/ bei2

& pei?¥/ bei2
1B wen25/ wan?2
R tun33/ tung3

13



Grammar of Southern

Basics:

Topic—Comment:

Lofg fa A Kz
koSS kgssplan“ tfin'! %3
DEM CL person money many
‘That person has lots of money.’
[it. *As for that person, money is plenty.’

‘Default’ word order: S (adverbial) V O:

2. fx  HH P
noi"’ tﬁzzﬁBtB hoi” liu"”  na’uk’
2sG  yesterday go PFV  where
‘Where did you go yesterday?’

Pinghua
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SVO, but usually MODIFIER N

SR K S0 -/ ;A [ [ N S
koi' lau"tei” hin1251]a13 ko” et’ tai*® tan™ tﬁn11
3sG lbrother owe 1SG LIG one big CL money
‘the big sum of money that his/her little brother owe me’

Poor in inflection, rich in derivation, e.g.:

Nanning Pinghua:
4.7 7 f&
kva''la>-lau™
ONMTP-bloke
‘Mandarin-speaking man’

5. 0¥
KheuZ-t fi 33
fasten-NMLZ
‘button’

|5



Grammar of Southern Pinghua

Gender(-related) affixes:

6. Nanning Pinghua Northern Zhuang Cantonese
‘cock’ I HE N
kon> koi>? | kai3s paut?/ kei> kon>/
gaeq baeux gai1 gung1
‘hen’ B3 e
mu’? kai>? | kai3® me33/ kei> na®/
gaeq meh gail naa2
‘pre-ovulating THZE ETH
hen/ pullet’ han?? koi | kai®S ha:p33/ kei’>> hon?s/
gaeq hangh gai1l hong2

|6



Pre-verbal [CcL NJ:
Northern Zhuang:
7. duz mbaj  gyaep duz gyau (idiom)

CL butterfly chase.away cL spider
‘Butterfly chases spider.” (implies: ra dai (seek death))

Cantonese:
8. MY ®oo AL WU W 15 W
dil owo2 jatl hungd4 zau6 zaak6 dakl laak3

CL:MASS fruit once red then pick can CRRNT.RLVNCE:FINAL
“The fruits can be picked once they become red.’



In Southern Pinghua, common in post-verbal positions:

2R A H A K
hei® pan?’3 bi>  hei” gal
give CL book give 1SG
‘Give the book to me.’

3

Pre-verbal position [CL N] is ungrammatical.

0. *gsﬂﬂ)% 3 i 33 ol 33 7/‘]53
d tfot™ tfar~ hau twu
DEM CL boy very clever
‘The boy 1s very clever.’



Ligature flika™

Nanning Pinghua:

R % W
24, 55, 53 22 ¢ 33
na” ko lam lan™ la

1SG LIG clothes torn ASP
‘My clothes are torn.’

Standard Mandarin:

12. & B Ak
wo de yifu
1SG LIG clothes
‘My clothes’

Cantonese:

B & £ ¥
ngol kinésaaml
1sG cL clothes
‘My clothes’

4. B &K W
ngol bun?2 syul
1SG cCL book
‘My book’

Northern Zhuang:
15. bonj saw gou
CL book 1sG

‘My book’



“first’ [ ]VP:

Nanning Pinghua:

16. & & [fﬁ]vp

na lin™ han !

I1sG first go

‘I (shall) go first.’

Standard Mandarin:
7. 3 S [Elw

wo  XIian zou
1sG first go

‘I (shall) go first.’

[ ]VP “first’:

Cantonese:

18. & [1T]w &t
ngod haang4 sinl
IsG go first
‘I (shall) go first.

Northern Zhuang:

19. mwngz [bae]yp gonq

28G  go first
“You go first.”

20



V ACQUIRE = can V (e.g. Sybesma 2008)

Cantonese;:
20. R 1%
m4 sik6 dakl

NEG eat can
‘cannot eat/ inedible’

Northern Zhuang:
21. bae mbouj ndaej
go NEG can
‘cannot go’

ACQUIRE V =can V

Nanning Pinghua:
2. A 1

13 3 3
mi -~ tek™ pem

NEG can drink
4 * 9
cannot drink

3

(c.f. Standard Mandarin:
23. K WL W
bu  kéyi he

NEG can drink
‘cannot drink’)

Sybesba, Rint P.E. 2008. Zhuang: A Tai language with some Sinitic characteristics — Postverbal
‘can’ in Zhuang, Cantonese, Vietnamese and Lao. In Muysken, P. (ed.). From Linguistic Areas to

Areal Linguistics: 221-274. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.
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X ‘many’ =too X

Northern Zhuang:
24. aen neix bit lai
CL this spicy.hot many
“This 1s too spicy hot.’

Nanning Cantonese:

25. fify % e )
beu2 dol m4 jaak3 laa3
full many NEG eat CRRNT.RLVNCE

‘I am too full I will not eat it anymore.’

22



‘too’ X:

Nanning Pinghua:
26. fiil & Ay K M
ko” tfot’ tfai” thai® gau la>
DEM CcL boy too  tall CRRNT.RLVNCE
‘This boy i1s too tall.’

Standard Cantonese:
27, K g W W
tail bau2 m4 jaak3 laa3
too full NEG eat CRRNT.RLVNCE
‘I am too full I will not eat it anymore.’

Standard Mandarin:
28. A #fl T

wo tai bdo le
1sG too full CRRNT.RLVNCE
‘I am too full.’

23
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