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The only languages proven to be genetically relatecl to Japanese are the

languages of the Ryükyü Islands Ðñþ*FtlH. Comparing with the relative

homogeneity of the Japanese language, the inherent intelligibility is generally very

ciifficult betw-een different Ryukyuan languages ancl dialects.

There is a consensus amongst Ryfüyüan linguists that the numerous

Ryukyüan languages can be divided into two groups: Northern Ryükyüan and

Southern Ryükyüan. The division coincide with the approximately 300km

geographical separation between Amami ê* g Okinawa iflä Islan¿s in the

norlh(east) and Miyako HË & Yaeyama i \Éüt Islancls in the south(west).

Conceming Northern Ryukyuan, there a¡e two main schemes of classification.

One is the 'two-branches' scheme (e.g. Nakamoto 1990): the Amami Islands (Amami

Õshima êæJçÞ, Kakeroma ¡[Ë18ffi, Uke ãË, yoro 5Få, Kikai Ë4,

1'okunoshimal$2,*, Okinoerabu if i<-R#ß, Yoron 5-=oâ, and Torishima,*,ä)

tbrrning one branch and Okinawa (Okinawa main island i+ififfi^B and offshore

islancls like Iheya F+Ê.Izena{#_ftñ,Iejima L#_ßH,Aguni FEl, Kume 
^X,

I(erama Ë,RFfi, Kudaka 

^H, 
Tsuken Ì+ry, etc.) forming the other branch. The

otlrer scheme is the 'three-branches' scheme (e.g. Uemura 1992): Amami Õshima

(including l(akeroma. llke. Yoro) and Tokunoshima constituting one branch,

Nofihern Okinawa, Kikai, Yoron and Okinoerabu constitute another branch, and



Southern Okinawa constitutes the remaining branch. (For an overview of the 'two-

branches' and the 'three-branches' views, see Karimata (2000).)

'Ihis article will question the two cunent classification schemes of Northern

Rvükyuan, especially concerning the classification of the Amami languages. I will be

showing that previous classification schemes are not predicting the right genetic

relationship between different Ryukyüan languages.

Problems w¡th prev¡ous classification schemes

The Ryukyuan linguistic area inciudes all the Ryukyü Isiands from Yonaguni in the

soLrlhr,vest to Amami Õshima/ Kikai in the northeast. This coincides with the largest

extencl of the Ryükyüan Kingdom before the invasion of Satsuma (modern day

l(agoshima, southern Kyüshü) in 1609. Satsuma annexed all of the Amami Islands

(except Torishimar), and since then the languages of Amami Islands (and also the rest

of the Ryukyus to a lesser extent) came under considerable amount of influence from

S¿rtsuma .ìapanese.

The 'two branches' Amami-Okinawa classification scheme is partly based on

political criteria; the criteria used for the classification are all based on diffused

lèatures within both sides of the relatively new political boundary between Okinawa-

tìyüi<yu and Amami-Satsttma. One example of lexical differences between Amami

and Okinawa is the iexical itern for 'toilet'. Okinawa and Southem Ryükyüs possess

reflex of the proto-Ryükyuan form of +puru: Nago (Northern Okinawa) puruu; Shuri

' Satsuma did not annex the tiny Torishima, which is located to the west of Tokunoshima and north of
Okinawa, because Ryükyüs needed the sulphur from the volcanic Torishima to trade with China. The
volcano erupted in 1903, and all the residents have since been relocated to the Torishima locality in
GLrshikawa, I(ume Island. 'Torishirna' in linguistic literatures refer to the modern Torishima locality.
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(southern okinawa, capital of the ex-Ryükyuan Kingdom) eþuru,Hirara (Miyako,

Sonthern Ryükyüs)/zz, Sõnai (Yonaguni, Southern Ryükyüs) þurijaa. But in all of

the ¡\mami Islands, the lexical item has been replaced by other forms due to lexical

borrowing. The f-orm *settfin is a Kyushü Japanese 'import': Shodon (Kakeroma)

,t'entstn.Isen (Tokunoshima) seetfin, China (okinoerabu) Jìtfinu, Chabana (Yoron)

.lìtt.lin. Although there are a number of lexical iterns which are particular to the

Arnami Islands, but because they are inevitably borrowed lexical forms (from

.la;ranese)" they are not valicl as proof of genetic relationship.

One phonological criterion exemplified by proponents of the 'two-branches'

sclreme concerns the modem reflex of the sound seqllence of *atua. In the Amami

Islands, *awa ) aau ) oo, e.g. +kataa 'skin' > kao ot hoo . In Okinaw a, *awa ) aa,

t.g. 'kkatvu'skin' > kaa or hau. However, this is not a vaiid proof for grouping the

Northern Ryükyuan langauges into an Amami group and an Okinawa

the in Amami afterthe 1609 Satsuma invasion; or in other words, it

is a diffused fèature (Karimata, 2000: 65). Moreover, there are exceptions to the rule

(especially in Amami), e.g. Kametsu (Tokunoshima) *mawar-) maar-'go around/

turrr around'; Shidoke (Kil<ai)- +ntawar-> maaj-'go around/ turn around', and there

are also cases where *awa remains as üwa, e.g. Koniya (southern Amami Õshima)

n't ct w* a/' utn' go/ turrr around' .

One grammaticaï criterion for the 'two branches' scheme is that Amami
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ianguages harre two different enclings for the basic-folm of verbs, e.g. Shodon
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(Kakeroma) kakiu-r vs. kakiu-nt'wïíte'2, while okinawan languages only have one,

e.g. Shuri katþ-n'write'. There are a number of problems with this criterion: a)

Okinoerabu. which is between Yoron and Tokunoshima, only have one verb ending

for tlre basic-forrn. e.g. china (okinoerabu): hakju-mu 'write'; b) Tokunoshima

clialects have three or four difïerent basic-form verb endings: e.g. Kametsu kakiu-i,

l;ukiu-t't. kok-i.'write' (l{irayama (ed.). 1986:13); c) Okinawa did possess tw-o different

hasic fbrrn verb endings, as documented in classical Okinawan literatures. Proto-

Northern Ryukyüan, the ancestor of all Okinawa and Amami languages, also have

two <iiflèrent basic f-orm verb endings. Therefore, it is not valid to use this criterion to

grolÌp the Amarni languages as a group because this is retention of old features; it

does not show that the Amami languages have a closer intermediate ancestor which

cxchrdes the Okinawan languages. Neither is it valid t-or the proof of an Okinawa

group f'or the same reasotl.

The 'three branches' scheme is mostly based on phonological criteria. The

Anranri-Tokunoshima group have two extra central vowels of lil and/ë/. while the rest

lras onlv five cardinal vowels of lal lel lil lollu/3. The Okinoerabu-Yoron-Northern

Okinawa group is characterised by *p> p and *k > /¡. while The Amami-

Tokunoshima group and the Southern Okinawa group is characterised by *p > rþ > h

ancl 'kË > /r. Regular phonological changes are easily defused across clialect/ language

bou,ndaries, and are not suitable for the purpose of genetic classification.

2 The semantic difference between the two forms varies between different Amami languages, e.g.

Shodon: -r: 'evidentiality: objective', **: 'evidentiality: speaker not absolutely sure', Yoron: -l =
'distance in time or space is not concerned', -m = 'there is a distance in time or space'; Naze: -ri:
'specific time' , -n'no specific time'. (Uemura & Suyama 1997)
' Proto Ryùkyüan probably has frve vowels: *e, *e, *i, *o, +u. Excepl. *a, all the other proto-vowels
have usually gone through some changes, e.g. in Okinawa, *e (> *i ) > i and *ai > ee; in Amami
Lrsllllna. -( > ê -- e > I AnQ "Ail"qe.> Al:> ee.

'Ú/
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Notice that the boundary of the Okinoerabu-Yoron-Northern Okinawa group

coincide with the boundary of the old Hokuzan iht-Ji kingaom when Okinawa was

Lmified under three Kingdoms during fourteenth centurya. There is an evidence of

ìe.xical spreading within the boundary of Hokuzan (Okinoerabu-Yoron-Northern

okinawa). [n most parts of the Ryükyus except Amami Õshima, okinoerabu and

Yoron. sequences like {'Cllr or *Cur usually go through special changes (Thorpe: 1983,

100). in okinawa, changes of that sort are frequent, e.g. *kur > kkw; however, the

sequence rxlr does not change. A lexical item which contains that sound sequence is
/sì. a 

^; /
't'tit'uttti'flefl' (cf. Japanese Jìrami). ln southern Okinawa, the r is preserved: Shuri,

Ou Jìrctn. In'fokunoshima. Arnami Õshima and Kikai, the r is also preserved:

lnokawa (Tokunoshima) siran,Naze firan, wan (Kikai) firami. But in many

locations of the Okinoerabu-Yoron-Northem Okinawa area, the medial consonant r in

't'.virumi is lost (e.g. Nakijinsatnni,rejimaþani,Yorcnþn, okinoerabuþani).

since \lr is not expected to go through any change in okinawa, yoron and

Ol<inoerabu, and since the distribution of the innovative form follows the old political 
l
r

boundar"y, this must be an irregular sound change somewhere within Hokuzan, which 
I
I

has subsequently spread through the whole Hokuzan area. Care needs to be taken to i

¿rvoicl lexical item like this.

Though not absolutely safe, the most reliable way of determining intermediate

genetic relationship is the sharing of irregular sound changes within individual lexical

items. Although all lexical items are subject to areal diffusion, a language is least

lilieiy to bomow cognates from other related languages, especially ones which has

undergone irregular sound changes. Two dialects or languages which share such an

a The Chuzan F tJ-t fingaom unified Okinawa by defeating Hokuzan in 1416 and Nanzan ffil.lt ¡n ruZg

¡^l.lsl -
¿ t '-LLta

¿ &-^; ¡-",o,"ht
4.iy ;s "

,¡z^z+;'-*:+
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irregular sound change is very likely to be directl¡r relatecl to each other through an

intelrnediate ancestor. While Okinawa being a single group is doubtless, this article

rviil qr,restion the feasibility of the so-called 'Amami' grouping.

Fvidence

tìirrrcerning the sound sequences of *Cir and *Cur again, the okinawan languages

slrare the change af *bur > *mb > nd. (> nr) (although the retentative form of mb can

still be found in some parts of nofihern Okinawa). One lexical item which contains

such souncl sequence, and one which clearly distinguishes Okinawa from the rest of

North Ryùkyüan is 'oil' : 'Fabz,n'a > anda(a) > anra(a) . Many Arnami islands share the

retrtentative fbrms of abtu'u(a). or other imovatir¡e forms hke umba (Tokunoshima

¿rncl most of Kikai: *bur > mh) or ahba (far-north lGkai: *hur > åå). Another lexical

item which discriminate Okinawa fi'om the rest of Northern Ryukyuan is 'pigeon'.

T-lre Japanese cognate of the lexical item is hato, antd in ali Amami dialects, the first

vou'el of the cognate is also a, e.g.Shodon (Kakeroma) httroo'. Tamina (China,

()kirroerabu) fiaoluu'" Yoron potu. However. the cognate in Okinawa has the first

von'el as oo (or uu in some cases). e.g. In Southern Okinawa: Shuri, Ou Island, Ikei

Isiand (Soutirern Okinawa) hootu; and in Northern Olçinawa: Kushi Stoot'aa, Kijoka

(xtoÍu. This is probably due to the irregular change of *pato> *paytu > *pootu.

Tire proto-form of the lexical item 'short is *itik-. Locations in Okinoerabu

have tlre retentive form: Serikaku itJikjasan; Tamina irJìkjüsc¿. How-ever, Okinawa

and Yoron share the innovation of *itik- > *idik- > *ink-'. Yoron intþsan, Hentona

6

intþhan,lejirna intþasa, Shuri intþ,can. Amami Õshima and I(kai share the
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innovation of *itik- > *ikik- > *ikk- : N aze ikkj as an, Koniy a ikkj as am, Shidõke (Kikai)

ikklasan. in Tokunoshima, the initial *l- is lost: Kametsu tslkjaai; Inokawa tsikjaaha.

Yoron and Okinawa share an immecliate ancestor; both of them share the

innovation of *itik-> *idik- > *ink-. I would like to suggest that Yoron and Okinawa

also share another innovation concerning the word 'celebration'. The Japanese word

fbr 'celebration' is iwai, and the Proto-Ryükyuan cognate can be reconstructed as

*'iowai: Amagi (Tokunoshima) jutuëë, Kametsu (Tokunoshima) juwë,yorc jowë,

Naze.Toi (< *ioë). However, Yoron has the form joi, and in Okinawa, the first vowel

is usnally geminated: shuri juzrwee,@n.¡uu¡ee,rheyajttubee.Nakrjinjuuee,TJka

.iuz.f ee. I suggest that this is because in Proto-Okinawa-Yororì, an i is inserted after

the first syllable: *jowai > *joiwai. In the case of Yoron, the segments at the end are

, cleleted:.iol (Yoron does have other exarnples where an'Fo is not raised to u, e.g.

lìitcho.ior,r.,asa < *Ìowa-'weak'.) Later in Proto-olcinawan, the I became ju (i andju

are often interchangable in Japanese and Ryükyüan, eg. Tokyõ.Iapanese iwanail
OLl Tr'e¿'tte i^ii (o ' 

tstup'+ n2 l'erets;l

.f utvunai'do not say', Japanese jume'dream' vs shuri Ryükyúan imi'dream'),

resulting in *.jujuwai. The two identical syllables merge to become *iuuwai, making

the first syllable a long syllable (other examples of identical syllable merging include

Slturi þiiratþn 'to hurt like burning', related to (old) .lapanese hihiragu.)

r.{
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Okinawa has a number of lexical examples with irregular sound changes

which characterise Okinawa as a group, some of which are shown above. In the case

ol Yoron, one example confirms its status as a separate group within Okinawa-Yoron:

tlre r.vord 'Fkarazi > þuradSi 'headl hair' has an unexpected vorvel change in the first @

syllabie throughout Yoron" * ÊcL'^q' '^ o^t3 o''' A^Ç"t Åoç^l 'o-'1 lo'

v,tclt. îL ¿.-tá l^,n hl1.az/ u*1 '<^-^l11
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Other than 4'itik- > +ikik- > +ikk-, another lexicai item which groups Amami \1k- f"' 7 h >þ

Oshinra and Kikai togethel is *sake'liquor'. In all locations within these islands

(including Kakeroma, Yoro and uke off southern Amami Õshima), the medial

consonant has gone ttuough lenition, and in many locations the medial consonant is

cleleted all together, e.g. Naze .fee,Koniya sihe, Yoro sè'á', Kikai (all locations) see.

The medial consonant is also deleted in Yoron, but the change in Yoron is probably

inclependent of Amami Õshima-Kikai: the two vowels of +sake always assimilate

with each other in Amami Õshima-Kikai, but not in the case of Yoron, e.g. Chabana

"rui. (In Okinawa, søki refers to Awamori. in Amami, while ,caki refers to Japanese

wine, s¿¿ refers to the local black sugar wine. For tire pair of words for 'liquor' in

Arnarni, see is a native word, and saki is a Japanese borrow-ing (lllakamoto,

1 981 :3 10)).)

In Tokunoshima. 'comb' has gone through the irregular change of *sabaki >

't'suûki, e .g. inokawa saakl,Isen saaki, Amagi saakii. Other places where the medial

consonant is affected inclucle lheya sawatfi (*saþaki > sayatfi);Izena sootfi (*saþaki

:> 'NsawaUi> *sautfr> sootfi);Yoro sawaki (*saþaki> *samaki> *,satõãki> sawaki);

Sani saaki (+saþaki > *sa¡naki > 'rsaúãki > *sawaki > saaki)s . The change in Iheya is

probably related to that of lzena, ancl the change in Yolo is probably related to Sani,

but the change in Tokushima is probably independent of other areas.

' Yoro, south of l(akeroma, and Sani, in the northern tip of Amami Õshima, share the same sound
clrange of m_> *_, e.g.Yoro kaúi, Sane haúi < *kame'turtle'. But linguists have been reluctant to
claim that the two dialects are directly related to each other because sometimes only one of them goes
through the change, e.g. Yoro amï, Sani aúi'< *ame'rain'; Yoro.Tuùdur, Sani junduri < *jomodori
'sparrow'. I consider that the two dialects are directly related, as shown in the 'comb' example above;
no otlrer Amami Õshima dialects have the change of b > m for that particular lexical item. Sometimes
either Yoro or Sani has a retentative form because that particular lexical item is a new replacement
lì"onr neighbouring dialects which never had the m > ú-rule.

iiit
I¡
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Another lexical item which proves Tokunoshima as one group is 'to tie':

I(ametsu k'uqgjui.Inokawa k'urygjuri < +htbir-. The reflex of the souncl sequence

'Fåi¡" is suppose tobe mbÌin Tokunoshima, not rygj(Thorpe: 1983: 100).

ln Okinoerabu, where sound changes of the *Oirl +Cur type do not occur, the

reflex of *kubir-'to tie' has become kuijun in the tw-o main towns of Wadomari and

C'hina. with ó deleted. There are some other unexpectecl sound changes as well,

including *dyru> diru 'mucl' and *gyzuguru) ggd3igujun 'tickle'.

Unfortunately, no lexical items with irregular sound changes have been found

to relate the Okinoerabu and Tokunoshima languages with the other Northern

Ryükyüan languages. Horvever" traditionally Okinoerabu has stronger ties with

Yoron and okinawa, ancl Tokunoshima has stronger ties with Amami Õshima.

Okinoerabu probably lost its distinction for the basic-form verb endings due to

Ol<inawan influence. For the word 'pour (drink)', Okinoerabu is similar with Yoron

for tlrat the second consonant isj instead of *r: 'Wadomari hajaþn, China $ajaþn,

Mu giya (Y or on) p aj afi n I p ai a kj u n, Karnetsu (Tokuno shima) p a r aful, Nakij in

(Okinawa) paraafun. Somehow both Okinoerabu and Yoron have an extra b- syllable

f'or'to clean/ tidy up': Okinoerabu saburejun, Yoron sabareejunl sareejun, Kametsu

sarerui, Shuri sareejun (this word is related to Japanese saraeru). The lexical item

f'or 'celebration' in Okinoerabu is jee, presumably it is the Okinawan form of juujee
4

rvitlroutthefirstsyllable. 6,' @"j uda" ieruørL¿ '? xJ"\'tet t iun
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Tokunoshima is similar with Amami Õshima f'or that both have the word

r.ry-hich originally means 'cold (object)' to signify 'cold (w-eather)' as well: shuri

$iisan'cold (weather)', þid3uru,san'cold (object)'; China (okinoerabu) çiisan 
,cold

(weather)'. çigjurusan'cold (object)'; Kametsu (Tokunoerabu) slgioroi 'cord,

(r,veather/ object)', Yuwan (Arnami Õshima) çigjusa 'cold (weather/ object)', Naze

çigurusa'cold (weather/ object)', shidoke (Kikai) piisai'cold (weather)' , pigurusøi

'cold (object)'.

'Proto-Amam¡' does not ex¡st

While each of the island groups of Okinawa, Miyako and Yaeyama have lexical items

which are unique to them, and some of which contain irregular sound changes that

can prove the existence of proto-Okinawa, proto-Miyako and proto-Yaeyama, the

languages of the Amarni islands do not form a single groLrp (See Lawrence,2000 for

classification of Yaeyama Dialects, and Lawrence, forthcoming, for commends on the

classification of Miyako Dialects).

One might argue that a possible candidate for the proof of an Amami branch is

the lexicai item for 'ant'. In Japanese, 'ant' is ari, andthe majority of locations in

Okinawa have forms which can trace back to *ari, e.g. Shuri øi (Okinawa *ri ) i,*re

> rl). Howet er, throughout the Amami Islands, the lexical item for 'ant' has a nasal

nredial consonant instead, e.g. Naze an,Yoron arlku, Wan (Kikal) ani, Kametsu

(Tokuncrshima) ami. I consider this as an irìriovation of the Naze (northern Amami

{-)shima) area which has spread across the Alnami islandsó. 'l-he lrtraze dialect has

" Although the irregular change of 'Fr > /, occurs in other locations as well, e.g. Izena *karadgi >
hanad.7i. no where is it as prevalent as Nofthern Amami (Tokunoshima, Amami Õshima ald Kikai),
the Naze-Tatsugo-Kasari portion of Amami Õshima in particular: Amagi and Setake, Tokunoshima

10



otl:el iexical items where intervocalic r > n. For example, the negative copula is aran

ln Slruri, ûronnu in Yoron, aranin Kametsu, but anon in Naze. The 'subjective,

causal suffix in Naze is -kana, as in hurjun-kana'because (it) waves', where as the

sarne verbal suffix ts -kara in Japanese (e.g.furu-kara lR.6 å. à). Also notice that

tlre n form has even spread to farrnorth Okinawa, e.g. ani or anikooT .

tonclusion

'l'here are two main schemes fol the classification of Northern Ryukyüan: the 'two-

branches scheme' (Amami branch and Okinawa branch); and the 'three-branches

scheme' (Amami Oshima-Tokunoshima branch, Yoron-Okinoerabu-Northern

Okinawa branch, and the Southern Okinawan branch.) I have shown that the criteria 
//

tlre authors usecl for their classification do not reveal the true genetic relationship . V

Most of the criteria used are linguistic features w-hich can be easily diffused to other

I angr-rages/ dialects.

I lrave also argue that while Yaeyama, Miyako and Okinawa are definitely a

group on their own, the Amami languages are not descendents from one common

intermediateproto-language. . t ,t t. .t . 1
.1-^,*"+¡ "l t kelS n¿ (<l'o^si"rPs

^"'-J

¡l.Lto
-l

I uo+ur'rt 4vî'
I .L--fio-¡ c
t /1^ ''',^"k ,'^

Appendix: Data

'l'oilet'

't',s'irctnti) sinan 'lice'; I(eraji(Kikai) *erab-) inabin'choose';Ashikebu (Naze City) *erab-> in.abjun
'clroose'; Ichisato, Urakami (Naze City) *karasune) kønasune'leg. shin'; Nishinakakachi (Naze City),
Wano (Kasari), Sani (l(asari) *uranda) unanda 'westerner'; Sani (i(asari) *umorootfi> oõnotfi'go2'.
t Otlrer Okinarvan locations which have the nasal medial consonant f'or 'ant' include lejima (ani) and
Äguni (anikoo).

*puru
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l)ku
I heya

Nago
Kin
Shuri
Aguni
l(Lrdaka

puru

þuuru
puruu

Qturu
cþuru

rþuuru
pI.ffu

$urijaa

*sirami

firan
firan
Jiranti

slrctn

siran

firan
firjam
fijant
firan
firami
finami

Chabana (Yoron) fittfin
China(Okinoerabu) fitfinu
Isen(Tokunoshima) seetfin
Shodon(Kakeroma) sentsTn

Naze .iuud3in

Nakijin

Hirara
Tarama
KLrmi (lriomote)
Sõnai

3
'Flep'

Shuri
()u (Tamagusuku)

Gima (Kume)

Kametsu
San (Tokunoshima)
Yoro
Koniya
Yuwan
N¿rze

Wan (Kikai)
Aden (Ifikai)

fuz
.ful
þurija

'oil'

Oku
l-lentona
trlreya/ lzena
Yr¡namine G'{akiiin)
N:rgo
Kin
Tsuken
Kudaka
Naha/ Shuri
Itoman
{Jegusuku (Kume)
Zamami (Kerama)

*abura

anda
anra
andqa
ancla
andaa
andaa
anra
unra
anda
arra
ünra
anraü

Oku
Iejima
Kudaka
Yoron
'Wadomari

Chabana (Yoron)
Sena (Okinoerabu)
Serikaku (Okinoerabu)

San (Tokunoshima)
Isen (Tokunoshima)
Wan (Kikai)
Õasato (Kikai)
Onotsu (Kikai)
Shiomichi (Kikai)

Yoro
Shodon (Kakeroma)
Koniya
Kushi (IJken, A. Õshima)
Naze
Sani (Kasari, A. Õshima)

SAQMI

(also firami)
saami

þani
-fami
þn
þani

øbura
aburaa
abura

amba
amba
amba
amba
øbba
ahbø

abra
apraa
abra
abura
abura
abura

t2



tr

>'

'Pigeon'

Hentona

Oku
Kijoka (Õgimi)
Nakaoshi O{akijin)
Izena
I kei
Shuri
Kudaka

*palo

cþatu

hoolu

þooîu
pootu
huutu
hootu
Ltootu
poota

Yoron
Wadomari
China
Shodon (Kakeroma)
Naze
Shidõke (Kikai)

patu
(taatuu
karabaotuu
hatoo
hato
patu

'Short'

Yoron
I-lentona
Iejima
Nakijin
Sesoko (Motobu)
iihuri
{)u (Tamagusuku)

^ItIlç

intþsan
intþhan
intþasa
intf asen

inkiafen
intfasan
int.þhan

Naze

Koniya
Shidõke

Karnetsu
Inokawa
Serikaku
Tamina

Uka
Iheya
Nakijin
Shuri
Ou

Yoron
Okinoerabu

ikkjasan
ikkjasan
ikkiasan

tsïkjaai
tsïjaaha
itfikjasan
itrtþasa

JuuJee
juubee
juuee

.iuuwee
juujee

Jot
jee

'Celebration' *jowai

Amagi
Kametsu
Yoro
Naze

Juwee
jrmtè
jowë

.ic¡ï
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'Hair (head)'

Yoron (All locations) þuradgi

'kkasira'head' > *karazi'headl hair'

Hentona
Nago
Yomitan
Shuri
i(yan

'Wine'

Iserr (Tokunoshima)
San (Tokunoshima)
Okinoerabu
Kudaka
Rest of Okinawa

'Comb'

lnol<awa
lsen
Amagi

lheya
lzema

Yoro
Sani

haradgi
haraadgi
karadgi
karadSi
kaarad3i

*sake

Torishima kaidsi
Serikaku harad3i
Isen(Tokunoshima) karadzT
Yoro knwats
I(oniya kamatf
Naze kamatsT

V/an (Kikai) hassarlii
Onotsu (Kikai) hassaar¡T|
(Kikai <*kasira gi'headhair')

Yoron

Sani (4. Õshima)
Naze
Yamatohama
Koniya
Shodon
Yoro
Uke
Kikai

Naze/ Yõ/ Akina
Koniya/ Uke
Shidõke
Wan
Yoron
Okinawa:

,cakt
saki'
saki(i)

çaki
saki(i)

sat

sëë

Í,,
sëxë
sixti
slxë
sexe
,cëë

see

x' Lt¿J:
ì o /o .*-"1"1.^^ o

Z¿*,Xaa1.

*sabaki

saakï
saaki
saakii

sawatfi
sootfi

scmaki
saaki

sabaki
sabak
sabaki
sabatfi
sabaki
sabatfi

fabarfi
sabaki(i) etc.

T4



I
t,t

'Tie up'

Kametsu
inokawa

Naze
Rest ofN. Ryükyüs

C)kinoerabu kuijun

'Mu<l' *doro

Okinoerabu diru

Naze
Koniya
Shidõke
Mugiya (Yoron)
Hentona (Okinawa)
Iejima
Shuri
Torishima

+kubir-

k'urygiui
k'u4gjuri

doro
duru(u)

k'ubirjun
k'ubrjum
k'ubhjun
kubjun
k'umbin
kund3an
kund3an
kubijun

'Tickle' *fir/gJuzugur-

()kirroerabu gad3igujun

'Pour (drink)' *paras-

Wadomari
China
Mugiya

N¿ze
Kametsu
Shidõke
Chabana (Yoron)
Ou

i(arnetsu
Shuri

gudgugurjun
gudzlgurui
k'udzumjun
kusugujun
gudSuguin

hajafun

þajafun
pajafin/ pajøþun

sabureiun
sabaree-iun/ sareejun

sarerui
sareejun

Kametsu
Iejima
Nakijin

haraþi
parafun
paraasun

'CleanJ tidy up' *sarse-

Oliinoerabu
Mugiva (Yoron)

'Cold (weather)' *pii-

15



ú

'Ccrld (object)' +piguru-

Naze
Yuwan
i{oniya
Kametsu
Inokawa

Naze
Y¡:wan
l(oniya
Kametsu
inokawa

Ant' *ari

(Kunigami:)
{.lkal Okui Aha
Sate/ Hentona

I heya
Izena
Õkaneku (Õgimi)
'l'¿rira

Yogi (Okinawa City)
Shuri
l(yan (Itoman)

Çtgurusü
çigjusa
çigurusam
sigjoroi
sïgiorohari

çigurusa
çigittsa
çigurusam
sigjoroi
sigiorohari

anikoa

Shidõke
China
Sesoko

Shuri

Shidõke
China
Sesoko

Shuri

Yoron
Tetechina
Serikaku
Tamina (China)
Kametsu
Amagi
Uke
Sesõ (Kalceroma)
Yuwan
Tatsugo
Wan
Shidõke

piisai
çiisan
çiilen
Siisan

ptgurusat

çigiurusan
piigurufen

Sid3urusan

aikoo

aikooaal
akoo

ani

QI

ai
ai
qi
vl/

aj

koo
koo
akaa

at¡ku
ani
anii
aani
ami
andgo
an
anTi
ani
ami
ani
aanii

Iejima
Aguuri

Qnt

anikoo
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